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Session 3 Encountering God’s Glory in the Face of Betrayal (Jn. 16:2) 
               “Let me drink from the river of Your pleasures as I delight in Your beauty” (Ps. 36:8; 37:4) 

I. REVIEW: THE APOSTOLIC VIEW OF PERSECUTION  

A. Persecution is both a demonic attack to hinder our spiritual growth and a divine gift to enhance it. 

God “granted” that His people be persecuted (Phil. 1:29) so they may be transformed in context to it 

for their benefit in this age (Dan. 11:35; Rom. 5:3-5; 1 Pet. 4:1) and the age to come (2 Cor. 4:17).  

29For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ…to suffer for His sake… (Phil. 1:29)  

17…affliction…is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. (2 Cor. 4:17)  

B. The Lord uses persecution to transform His people and cause them to cease from sin (1 Pet.4:1). 

Peter assured believers that the spirit of glory will rest on those who are persecuted (1 Pet. 4:14).  

1…he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2that he no longer should live…for the 

lusts of men...14If you are reproached…the Spirit of glory…rests on you… (1 Pet. 4:1-2, 14)  

C. Jesus prepared His disciples to be persecuted (Jn. 15:18-16:4) so that they would not stumble or fall 

away (Jn. 16:1). In John 16:2, Jesus highlighted the most costly and painful type of persecution—

betrayal—because it comes from those that we are in a familiar relationship with.  

1“These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble [fall away].  
2They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you  

will think that he offers God service…4remember that I told you [these things].” (Jn. 16:1-4)  

1. Betrayal is also the most transformative type of persecution—as we respond rightly to God. 

2. The pain of betrayal touches our hearts at a very deep level. We become desperate to touch 

God in the deepest places of our heart in order to have His peace in the face of this pain.  

D. You should not stumble [fall away]: Our greatest danger is not being persecuted but falling away. 

The ultimate spiritual failure of denying Jesus is far worse than physical harm. The Greek verb, 

“stumble,” (skandalizmao) refers to falling from the faith—fall away (RSV), go stray (NIV).  

E. Remember: Jesus emphasized the importance that His people remember (15:20; 16:4) that 

persecution was sure to come to all nations (Mt. 24:9), and to remember why God allows it,  

what benefits result to His people from it, and what God promised to do as He intervenes to help us.  

F. Persecution has a prominent place in end-time prophecy. It is part of God’s plan together with a 

great outpouring of the Spirit to transform the Church, rescuing it from a spirit of compromise and 

spiritual boredom and preparing it to be anointed to usher in “a billion-soul harvest” (Rev. 7:9).  

G. Jesus prophesied two details about the persecution in order to prepare them to stand strong (16:2). 

He knew it would be shocking news that some would be excommunicated from their spiritual 

families or killed by religious leaders (Rev. 17) and not merely by secular governments (Rev. 13)  

punishing them for crimes against the state (in refusing atheistic polices) or hate crimes in society.  
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H. They will put you out of the synagogues: Inclusion in the synagogue was very important since most 

of Israel’s relational, social, economic, and spiritual life was deeply connected to the synagogue. 

Being censored from the synagogue or “shunned” left Jewish people in a very difficult position.     

It was painful to be “put out” of the community that their family had been in for generations.  

I. Whoever kills you will think he offers God service: End-time persecution will come from religious 

authorities (Rev. 17) as well as from the secular state (Rev. 13). Those who believe that they serve 

God when killing “Christian heretics” are more zealous and bold in pursuing them. The initial group 

that claimed to obey the God of the Bible by killing devout Christians was the Jewish Sanhedrin. 

Later the Catholic Inquisition (approx. AD 1200-1800) killed devout Christians, Jews, and 

Muslims. Now, radical Islam believers think that they serve God by killing Christians and Jews.  

J. On Tuesday, He prophesied that His disciples would be hated by people who would betray them—

by those in a close relationship with them—including family members and friends (Mt. 24:10; Mk. 

13:12; Lk. 21:16). When some get offended, they self-justify their betrayal as a work of justice.  

8“All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9Then…you will be hated by all nations for My name… 
10Then many will be offended, will betray…and hate one another…12lawlessness will abound… 

(Mt. 24:8-12)  

10The gospel must first be preached to all the nations…12Brother will betray brother to death, and 

a father his child; children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death.       

(Mk. 13:10-12)  

16“You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends…” (Lk. 21:16)  

1. Offended (Mt. 24:10): Today many are getting angrier and more quickly offended, causing 

them to have less capacity to cope with pressure so they strike out and betray people more.  

2. Betray: This includes undermining or harming a friend or family member by words or deeds. 

Betrayal includes seeking to gain money or other advantages by undermining others. Betrayal 

will intensify to include some aiding authorities leading to the death of a family member.  

3. The gospel to all nations (Mk. 13:10): The most intense season of persecution and betrayal is 

in context to “the billion-soul harvest” (Rev. 7:9). God uses betrayal to lead His people into a 

deeper walk with Him. He releases the “spirit of glory” to empower us to love the people who 

betray us. This prepares the Church to disciple the end-time harvest to walk as a mature Bride.  

K. Not all persecution is betrayal; not all betrayal is persecution—if it is rooted in offense, greed, fear. 

People betray for various reasons such as being offended by one’s spiritual convictions (Jn. 15:18), 

or by one’s success (jealousy), or feeling mistreated by them (revenge), or when concluding they 

have bad character (that needs to be exposed), or in seeking personal gain (money, honor, etc.),  

or in seeking self-protection (to distance themselves from controversy, sigma, and being censored).   

L. Many zealous Nazis betrayed their long-term Jewish friends and neighbors for money. Some betray 

out of fear i.e., the social credit score in China. Saul betrayed David out of jealousy. Absalom 

betrayed his father David out of selfish ambition to replace him as king. Ahithophel was a friend 

and leader in David’s royal court who betrayed David out of revenge (Ps. 41:9; 55:12-14).  
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M. Jesus referenced the betrayal in Micah’s day when prophesying the betrayal in the end times  

(Mk. 13:12). Micah felt pain seeing friends or family members (7:5-6) betraying one another for 

money (7:3). He lamented the lack of godly leaders in the public square (7:2) and a multitude of 

wicked leaders–princes (government leaders), judges (court systems), and the great men (market 

place leaders, etc.)–who perverted justice for financial gain, asking for gifts, bribes, and “pay-offs.”  

1Woe is me!…2The faithful man has perished…every man hunts his brother with a net  
3the prince asks for gifts, the judge seeks a bribe, and the great man utters his evil desire [he 

betrays for money]; so they scheme together. 5Do not trust in a friend…6For son dishonors 

father, daughter rises against her mother…a man’s enemies are the men of his household.   

(Mic. 7:1-6)  

1. Hunts his brother with a net: They entangle their prey via blackmail, threats, etc.  

2. Response #1 is to look to the Lord, pray, and wait on Him to help and vindicate (7:7).  

7…I will look to [and]…wait for the God of my salvation; He will hear me. (Mic .7:7)  

3. Response #2 to be determined to arise with confidence in God’s promises (7:8). Micah may 

have fallen—by lacking in obedience, love, or mercy in being offended or bitter at those who 

betrayed him—but he determined to arise to walk in love, mercy, humility, and more.  

8When I fall, I will arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me… (Mic. 7:8)  

4. Response #3 is to bear God’s loving discipline without “quitting” our divine assignment (7:9). 

In times of betrayal we have the opportunity to see our deficiencies in our obedience, love, 

humility, faith, etc. Micah did not indulge in self-pity, but humbled himself to see the 

unperceived “fault lines” in his life in order to grow in love, humility, faith, mercy, etc. 

9I will bear the indignation [discipline] of the LORD, because I have sinned against Him,  

until He pleads my case…I will see His righteousness.  (Mic. 7:9)  

5. Response #4 is to worship God for His unique kindness—in freely pardoning our sins (7:18). 

We are filled with gratitude for His extravagant mercy. God delights in giving mercy to His 

people—this empowers us to delight in giving mercy to others which heals and unifies people. 

18Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity…because He delights in mercy… (Mic. 7:18)  

N. Scripture gives far more information about how to respond rightly to God when being betrayed in 

the life of David than in any other person. David is a witness of how to respond to God in being a 

leader after God’s heart (Isa. 55:4) even when betrayed (Ps. 41:9-13; 55:12-21; 69:4-18). For over 

50 years, David was betrayed many times—by family members (his son Absalom, nephew Joab, 

father-in-law Saul), and by top political (Ahithophel) and military leaders (Abner; 2 Sam. 3:9), etc.  

4I have given him [David] as a witness [model] to the people, a leader… (Isa. 55:4)  

O. David invoked God’s intervention by saying, “let God judge or decide” (1 Sam. 24:15)  

knowing that in God’s timing wrong things would be made right. By trusting God to intervene, 

David brought God into the conflict. To commit our spirit into God’s hands is to commit to God  

all that deeply touches our spirit—our reputation, money, safety, etc. (Ps. 31:5; Lk. 23:46).  

15“Let the LORD be judge, and [decide; NAS] between you [King Saul] and me…” (1 Sam. 24:15) 
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II. GOD HAS CHOSEN TO USE BETRAYAL TO TRAIN AND TRANSFORM HIS PEOPLE  

A. When God is establishing a strategic kingdom purpose, God allows those who will betray to get into 

the inner circle of a leadership team in order to test, train, and transform His servants.  

64Jesus knew from the beginning…who would betray Him … (Jn. 6:64)  

B. We can encounter God’s love for us in a greater way in times when we are betrayed—as the spirit 

of glory rests on us (1 Pet. 4:14), as we see our deficiencies more clearly, and we experience God’s 

love for those who betray us. Showing love to a friend who betrays us displays God’s love in us. 

44“…bless those who curse you, do good…45that you may be sons of your Father…” (Mt. 5:44-45)  

C. Judas was a thief and a liar who betrayed to gain money (Lk. 22:3-6; Mk. 14:11; Jn. 12:6). He was 

merely an opportunist who betrayed for money without being vindictive or offended at Jesus.  

6…he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.. (Jn. 12:6) 

10Judas…went to the chief priests to betray…11They promised to give him money. (Mk. 14:10-11)   

D. Jesus was troubled by Judas’s betrayal (Jn. 13:21) not because He felt rejected or thought God’s 

will would be hindered by it as He knew within 24 hours both of them would have died. Jesus felt 

pain over the fate of one He loved but who refused His kindness. The apostles watched Jesus go 

from being troubled to showing “friendship” to Judas within about 6 hours. Jesus asked Judas 

“Why?” (Mt. 26:50). Betrayers do not have clarity on the long-term consequences of their actions.  

49…[Judas] went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 50Jesus said to him, 

“Friend, why have you come?” Then they…laid hands on Jesus and took Him. (Mt. 26:49-50)  

E. Betrayal is often psychologically traumatizing both to those who betray and to those betrayed. 

People who betray suffer in a heightened ways that they did not anticipate (Jas. 3:15;1 Pet. 4:15).  

A thief, evildoer, or busybody suffers consequences externally in their circumstance if they get 

caught and internally as demonic darkness attacks their mind and emotions in a greater way. Those 

who betray are usually motivated in the same ways that thieves, evildoers, and busybodies are.  

15Let none of you suffer as…a thief, an evildoer [betrayer], or a busybody… (1 Pet. 4:15)  

F. Those who betray open themselves to increased demonic torment (Jas 3:15) that results in increased 

darkness that assaults their mind with growing fear, anxiety, despair, and confusion (Jas 3:16). 

Satan stirred Judas to betray Jesus. He was unable to get free from the dark dynamics of despair and 

hopelessness that resulted from opening the door to demons by his choices—and he hung himself.  

14But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth 

[by justifying it]. 15This wisdom [mind set]…is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16For where envy and 

self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. (Jas. 3:14-16) 

G. Ask the Spirit to release compassion to you for those who betray you—knowing that they open 

themselves up to be tormented. We are most like God when we have compassion on them (Mt. 

5:45). Those who become offended or bitter often become ones who eventually betray others.  

15looking carefully lest…any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble… (Heb. 12:15) 
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