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The Millennial Kingdom: Jesus’ 1,000-year reign on earth 
Tonight I am going to talk about one of the most exciting and relevant topics in the entire Bible. It is what heaven is about. We all think about heaven a little bit, but I have good news for you: heaven is going to come down to the earth. A lot of believers do not have that clear yet. I love this topic so much. It is very, very practical, and it is also very personal for your life. Once you understand it, it will be like, “Oh my goodness!” 
I think about this topic—I do not know about every day but—so many times throughout a week and a month and a year. I think about this topic in very practical ways. As a pastor for many years, I notice that many believers do not know almost anything about this subject. It is our eternal destiny that we are going to live in heaven, but heaven is coming down to the earth. We are going to live on this earth with supernatural bodies in the New Jerusalem, and it is a glorious story. There is a lot of information in the Bible about it, but it is almost completely ignored. I want to know about this! 
Understanding the biblical perspective of heaven is important, because it affects how we see our future, which affects how we live today. If we do not think rightly of heaven, then we end up not thinking of heaven at all. Heaven will come to earth when Jesus returns—He will join the heavenly and earthly realms together (Eph. 1:10). This is a key to understanding many end-time passages. 
I highly recommend the audio book and YouTube interviews by John Burke, “Imagine Heaven.” 
Paragraph A: Understanding the biblical perspective of heaven is very important because it affects how you see your future. It affects how you live. I heard a preacher say that if you do not think rightly about heaven, you will end up not thinking about heaven at all. I want to say that again: if you do not have right thoughts about heaven—“It is just kind of something, well, I do not know, vague, floating on a cloud, playing a harp I guess or something like that.”—if you do not think rightly about heaven, you will rarely think about heaven. And if you rarely think about heaven, that will really affect the way you live and the choices you make. 
I am going to talk about a book here. Look here in Paragraph A—and we are not going to cover all the notes, just so you know. I always give a whole lot more notes than I cover in the teaching—There is a book that is my new favorite book. I have been reading Christian books for fifty years, and this is my new favorite one. I found it a year ago. It is called Imagine Heaven. How many of you have read it? Well then, you guys have a great surprise coming your way. I encourage you to get the audio book. I mean you can get either the hard copy, audio or the digital. With the audio, I put an ear pod in and probably two or three nights a week I will put that into my ear and listen to it for thirty, forty minutes, and I have done this for a year. I have probably gone through it maybe eight or ten times (made-up numbers), but I cannot hear this enough. I got up early this morning and listened to it for a half an hour. I absolutely love it.
Or, you can go on YouTube, and the man who wrote the book has all kinds of interviews with people who have had near-death experiences. He has studied a thousand cases of people who have died or who were medically dead. Their spirit went before God, and some saw heaven, some saw hell. Of these different experiences, a thousand of them, he takes the main fifty or one hundred and breaks down what a thousand people would testify to, and then he references some other guy who has three thousand testimonies. It is remarkable how similar the testimonies are. They are from people from different ages, different cultures, different nations, and they stand before the Lord and see the New Jerusalem and different things. Anyway, I encourage you get it or go to YouTube and watch the interviews. I think you will want the book. I don’t think I am ever going to stop listening to it on a regular basis. It is that good, and there is no book that I would say that about, not even my own books. Anyway, I never listen to them, of course. 
A lot of folks, when they think about heaven, think, “I do not know. Play a harp, float on a cloud?” You know they feel a little guilty because that is going to get boring after a while. Maybe a couple hundred years would be okay, but a million years? Like we pass each other, “Hey bro! I love You, Lord!” and we just float on by. 
It is nothing like that at all! It is nothing like that at all. What is going to happen—and we will get to this point in a few minutes—is Jesus is going to join the supernatural dimension of heaven and the physical dimension of the earth. He is bringing them together at the Second Coming. When the Lord appears, He is going to catch the Church up in the Rapture. We will meet the Lord in the air. Every believer gets a resurrected body, and we live in the New Jerusalem, but the New Jerusalem is coming to the earth, and you are going to reign on the earth with a physical, resurrected body, with an elbow! You are going to have bones, and you will eat real food. You are going to learn. You are going to have friends. You are going to teach people. You are going to make decisions which cause the glory of God to increase in the earth far more than what you are doing even in this age. It will really be real. It will be real, and it will be physical, and it will be supernatural. And you will love it beyond anything you could imagine.
Think about the greatest revival imaginable with the power of God and angels appearing and visiting in dreams and visions; it is a thousand times better than that, and that is where you are going forever! If you can get a glimpse of that now, it will make a big difference in how you spend your time and money. You will make choices very differently if you really, really believe that. 
There are over 150 chapters in the Bible focused on the end times. They reveal Jesus’ power and plans at the time of His second coming, when He returns to take over the leadership of the earth. The Gospels (89 chapters) give us a record of Jesus’ power and leadership at His first coming. 
Paragraph B: There are over 150 chapters in the Bible—that is a big number—of which the primary subject is the generation the Lord returns. Now, that is a big statement because if you think about Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the four gospels, adding up all of them, they have eighty-nine chapters almost ninety chapters in the four gospels that tell the story of His first coming. One hundred and fifty chapters tell the story of His second coming. There is so much information in those one hundred and fifty chapters about what I am talking about here tonight. Meaning, it is a lifetime of learning and growing and connecting the dots. I have been studying this for some many years, and I am still constantly saying, “Wow! That is mind-boggling!” when I see these verses and a new light on them. So you don’t want to wait to start your journey to understand this when you are eighty. You want to start now. Some of you are saying, “I am eighty this year!” Okay, well, start now anyway!
This session will give an overview of the Millennium, a 1,000-year period in which Jesus will rule this world in righteousness. Millennium is from the Latin word mille, meaning a thousand. 
4I saw thrones, and they [saints] sat on them…they reigned with Christ for a thousand years…
6They shall be priests of God…and shall reign with Him a thousand years. (Rev. 20:4-6) 
Paragraph C: The term people use is the “millennial kingdom” because the word, millennium, means a thousand years. So it speaks of the thousand-year reign of Christ when He physically comes to the earth at the second coming. And He brings you with Him, if you are in heaven! He is bringing you back. If you are on the earth, He will give you a resurrected body right there during the rapture, and He will bring you from the earth to the New Jerusalem. 
Look at this in Revelation 20. John said, “I saw thrones and the saints with resurrected bodies sitting on these thrones and reigning on the earth for one thousand years” with physical, resurrected, supernatural bodies. He said that in verse 4, and then he said it again in verse 6, “They will reign with Jesus,” talking about the saints with resurrected bodies–talking about you! This is an indescribably, glorious insight into your future. 
At that time the kingdom will be openly manifested worldwide, affecting every sphere of life (political, social, agricultural, economic, educational, media, arts, technology, etc.; Rev. 20:1-6; 
cf. Deut. 8; 28; Ps. 2:6-12; 110:1-7; Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16; 51:1-8; 60-62; 65:17-25; Mt. 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; Acts 1:6; 3:21). This period will be initiated by Jesus’ coming. The result will be 1,000 years of unprecedented blessing as Jesus restores the agriculture and animal life to many of the conditions seen in the garden of Eden (Isa. 35:1-8; 51:3; Ezek. 34:29; 36:35; 47:6-12). 
Paragraph D: At this point in time, the kingdom of God will be openly manifested in every sphere of life. Every political structure in every nation of the earth will come to the place where they fully obey Jesus. Every social dynamic, and all of the agriculture will be like the Garden of Eden across the whole earth. The animal kingdom, education, many of these things will be taking place on the millennial earth, and you will be involved with them in your resurrected body. 
The result will be a thousand years on the earth where Jesus restores the agriculture and the animal life to the glory that was in the Garden of Eden. It is an unprecedented blessing, and, beloved, this is not far away. It is my opinion—it is not a prophecy—but an opinion, I believe that there are people on the earth today who will see the coming of the Lord. It may be the twenty-year-old, or it may be the two-year-old. I do not know. Maybe it will be people my age. I do not know! However, I believe that they are on the earth right now, and if that is true, this reality is just minutes away. I mean some years, but it will seem like just a few minutes from the divine point of view, this reality being the state of the earth that you live in. 
Jesus, the King of kings, will personally govern a worldwide kingdom from Jerusalem. In the Millennium, all the kings of the earth will be saved, will worship Jesus, and base their national governments on Scripture (Ps. 72:11; 102:15; 138:4; 148:11; Isa. 62:2; Rev. 21:24). 
11Yes, all kings shall fall down before Him; all nations shall serve Him. (Ps. 72:11) 
Paragraph E: When Jesus comes back with His physical, resurrected body, He is going to govern all of the kings of the earth, and all will obey Him. Every single national government will be led by men and women who are lovesick for Jesus, obeying His word in every sphere of life. Look at Psalm 72, and this is said six times, in effect: All of the kings of the earth will love Jesus. All the kings of the earth will base their national government upon His word and upon His leadership. I mean, this is so glorious, and it is like the ultimate Utopian dream. You cannot imagine how glorious this is and that you will be walking in this and experiencing this is not that far away. 
The millennial kingdom is one of the major revelations of Scripture. It pertains to God’s destiny 
for the earth and His people living on the earth. Jesus’ core message was that God’s kingdom is 
to be released on earth as it is in heaven (Mt. 6:10). The New Testament makes it clear that the kingdom is already here (in a limited way), but is not yet fully here until Jesus returns. 
Paragraph F: Again, call it the kingdom of God or, as it is referred to, the thousand-year kingdom, the thousand-year reign that begins or starts with the second coming. This is not a secondary subject in the Bible. It is a major revelation in the Scripture in these one hundred and fifty chapters, of which the primary subject is the generation the Lord returns. There is so much information in those chapters about what the conditions will be like when the Lord returns and restores His glory on the earth. 
Daniel saw the heavenly coronation of Jesus as king over all dominions and spheres of society. 
13One like the Son of Man [Jesus]…came to the Ancient of Days [Father]…14To Him [Jesus] 
was given…a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him…
27The kingdom…shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. (Dan. 7:13-14, 27) 
Paragraph G: This is one of the great passages. In the gospels, Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of Man more than any other title. That is the title He said over and over again. Maybe, as you have read it you think, “Why does He call Himself the Son of Man?” Well, He is referencing one verse, one prophecy, right here in Daniel 7. because there is only one Old Testament prophecy where it describes the Son of Man and that title. When Jesus says, “I am the Son of Man,” in effect He is saying, “Go read Daniel 7:13-14, and you will know what I am talking about.” 
Now let’s look at this passage. Just look at it and let the Lord speak. I mean, this is just mind-blowing what Daniel saw in chapter 7. He said, “I saw this Man! He was like a Son of Man!” Now we know that it was Jesus. It was the Messiah. Daniel did not know that. Daniel was about five hundred years before Christ, and he did not know who He is. He knew this was the Messiah, but he did not know His name, and did not know much about Him. He said, “And this Son of Man”—he was seeing this heavenly vision—“He is brought to the Father” and the Father’s title here is the “Ancient of Days,” speaking of the Father and His eternal wisdom and His eternal nature. 
It says in verse 14, “And to this Man it is given that all the kingdoms of the earth will serve Him! All the nations will be under one Man!” Daniel is thinking, “This is remarkable!” Look what it says in verse 27, “This Man”—who we now know is Jesus—“all the kingdoms of the earth will serve Him openly,” and, verse 27, then He is going to bring the saints—you—and He is going to say, “Come and rule with Me! I can rule it alone but I do not want to. I want you with Me!” This glorious global kingdom that is in fullness when the Lord returns, and He says of the saints “I will bring you into the leadership of it with Me! You will be in the government over these nations and over these cities with Me!”
Jesus will rule in partnership with resurrected saints (Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 20:4-6; 22:5; 
cf. Mt. 19:28; 20:21-23; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12). 
10…and have made us kings and priests…and we shall reign on the earth. (Rev. 5:10) 
Paragraph H: John saw this in the book of Revelation. He saw the time when we resurrected believers would reign with Jesus on this physical earth. When you begin to see your future in this type of paradigm, this perspective, you think of life differently, when you know that this is where you are ultimately going for billions of years. All of a sudden the challenges that did not seem worth it, once you see this storyline and you are a part of it, you will say, “Oh, I can do the challenging stuff, if that is where I am going! If what I am doing is preparing me for that, wow! Really a little person like me?” Yes, you will be reigning with Him on the earth. 
centerpiece of God’s purpose: bringing heaven and earth together 
Top of Page 2. Roman numeral two: This passage in Ephesians 1:9-10 is one of the central truths that many believers have no idea about. Ephesians 1 is one of the most doctrinal chapters in the whole Bible and, right in the middle of it, it tells us that when Jesus returns, He is going to join the supernatural realm of heaven, the New Jerusalem, with the physical realm of the earth. Many believer, and again I am not picking on the believers who do not know this but I am just letting you know that if you have never heard it, that it is because many believers just skip that. However, it is central and the centerpiece of His future leadership over the earth. 
Let’s look at it. Verse 9, Paul the apostle is speaking. He says, “The Father made known to me,” to all of us too, well, made known to us through Paul, “the mystery of His hidden plan.” The Bible in the New Testament talks about Him having a mystery. He does not mean that it is mysterious like it is hard to understand. That is not what He means. He means that is a plan that God had in His heart from the beginning, from before Genesis 1, but He hid it from the angels and the prophets until His Son came in the flesh and paid the price for sin and was risen from the dead. Then God revealed His hidden plan. Paul said, in effect, “I have to tell you the good news. There has been a plan in God’s heart from before Genesis 1 that Jesus is going to gather together into one reality, everything in the heavenly realm and everything in the earthly realm. They are going to be brought together.” 
The centerpiece of God’s eternal purpose is for Jesus to come back to establish His kingdom over all the earth and join the heavenly and earthly realms together. 
9…having made known to us the mystery [hidden plan] of His will…10that He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10) 
Paragraph A: The centerpiece of God’s eternal purposes. If you do not see this verse, much of what I am going to say in a few minutes will not make sense because it is like, “I thought I was floating on a cloud, playing a harp, what do you mean?” No, that is not where your future is. Yes, you might play a harp; I do not know about that, but you will not be floating around on clouds.
The centerpiece of His purpose is that Jesus is coming back to establish His kingdom on the physical earth by joining the heavenly and the earthly realms together. It is unimaginable how glorious this is! This is the interpretive key to the end times, meaning when you study some of these one-hundred-fifty chapters (not that you are going to study all one hundred and fifty chapters) on the end times, if you do not see this, then many, many of the details in those chapters do not make sense. Because there are so many physical details but also so many supernatural details merged together, you might ask, “Well, what is it? Is it supernatural or are we far away in heaven or here on earth? It is kind of confusing.” However, when you see Jesus returns and that He is going to bring them both together, that is the interpretive key to understanding these chapters. 
God’s purpose has always been to live with His people on earth. The earth will continue forever (Ps. 37:29; 78:69; 104:5; 105:10-11; 125:1-2; cf. 1 Chr. 23:25; 28:8; Isa. 60:21; Ezek. 37:25; Joel 3:20).
3Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them. (Rev. 21:3) 
Paragraph B: We all know this passage; you hear it at funerals all of the time, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men and He will live with them.” What this is talking about is the tabernacle is throne of God and the God we are talking about is the Father. At the end of this thousand years, Jesus is preparing the earth for the Father’s throne to come down on the earth. Can you imagine the Revelation 4 royal court of the Father, the throne of the Father, coming down to the earth, permanently? That is what it means: “the tabernacle of God,”  the throne of God is finally on the earth, open to the human race to interact with Him on the earth with physical bodies! This has always been the Father’s plan. When He created Adam and Eve back in Genesis 1, He was always thinking, “Ultimately, My throne will be on the earth in a ‘Garden of Eden’ situation. People will come up to my throne and into My presence, and they will see Me face to face!” 
I mean, when you stop and read that, you think, “Are you serious? This is what is going to happen?” Yes, the Bible is serious about this, and, again, it is not far away timewise from Jesus establishing His throne and then for a thousand years He prepares the earth to establish the Father’s throne. 
Right now the Spirit is preparing the Church as a Bride for Jesus’ throne. Then for a thousand years, Jesus on His throne will be preparing the earth for the Father’s throne to come after Him, and then it is forever on the new heavens and new earth, forever!
God created the universe in two distinct realms, earth and heaven (Gen. 1:1). Earth: this speaks of the physical realm, where human process and physical sensation reach their fullest expression. 
Heaven: This speaks of the spiritual realm, where God’s power and presence are openly manifest. Heaven is the place to which believers have gone when they die for the last 2,000 years since Jesus’ resurrection; it is a “temporary holding place” before they receive a resurrected body. 
Paragraph C: God has created the universe in two distinct realms. Obviously, there is the earthly realm that is the one we know about, the physical realm where human processes are important. Meaning, you plant the seed and the crop grows. You build the house. You exercise in your body. You learn a skill. There are human processes. The earth realm is where there is physical sensation. You have physical pleasures. You eat food and like the food because there is physical sensation in the earthly realm. The earth realm is where these come to full expression. The heavenly realm is where the supernatural realm and power of God is openly displayed. The angels are there, the power of God far beyond anything we see on the earth. God is going to bring the two realms together, and so it is not just that there is going to be a supernatural realm with no food or body and no physicality, but they come together. 
Right now when a believer dies, they go to heaven, far away, but what we have to understand is that heaven far away without the physical dimension is only a temporary holding pattern. From the cross to the second coming, for two thousand years, when a believer dies, their spirit goes to heaven. They do not have a physical body in heaven. Why? They do not need a physical body as they are not relating to a physical world anymore. However, when Jesus returns, all of the believers get a resurrected body because then they need a body that is physical because now they are going to be interfacing with the physical world. 
And so for two thousand years we think “go to heaven,” though we do not know much about it, and so we do not think much about it. Read those one hundred and fifty chapters, and again this book, Imagine Heaven. I really encourage you to read it. I encourage moms and dads and youth groups to get the book. The whole book is many hours, but take five-minute clips, get your family together, and hear just one five-minute story. It will blow their minds! Even in some of your youth groups, say, “Hey, we are going to listen to this one person’s experience here in chapter 12 for the next five minutes.” And the book is full of five or ten-minute experiences where they tell the story in depth and it is very, very believable.
When Jesus rules the earth, the natural human processes will not be suspended, but will be significantly enhanced by the supernatural dimension of the Spirit. 
Paragraph D: Now when Jesus comes to the earth at the second coming, which is not far away, the natural human processes are not suspended. Meaning, when Jesus comes onto the millennial earth, they will still plant crops and have farms, and they will still have educational systems. I know some of you are asking, “Wait! What?” We will get there in a minute. I know that I have not given all of the details yet, and it is like, “Really?” The physical processes do not evaporate. They are not suspended. Rather, they are significantly enhanced by the supernatural power of the realm of the Holy Spirit. I mean, instead of angels appearing to somebody once in their life, they will now see angels all of the time. They will interface with the supernatural realm, and there will be natural processes too. 
We see an aspect of the natural and the supernatural dimensions operating together when Jesus appeared in His resurrected body to teach the apostles for forty days (Jn. 20-21; Acts 1:3). 
3He also presented Himself alive after His suffering…being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3)
39“Behold My hands and feet…handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have…” 41He said to them, “Have you any food here?” 42So they gave Him a piece of 
a broiled fish…43And He took it and ate in their presence. (Lk. 24:39-43) 
Paragraph E: The Bible gives us a little window into how the supernatural realm and the physical realm interact. It is a little window in Acts 1 where Jesus came in a resurrected, physical body, and He was interacting with men who had natural bodies. And for forty days He appeared to them, He ate food with them, they touched His body, He walked through walls, and He was teaching them. A man with a resurrected body was teaching people with physical, natural bodies. We get forty days of a little window into how this is a down payment of what it is going to be in a massive, global way. 
When Jesus appeared to them—I love this passage in Luke 24—first He walks through the wall. He is in the room, but the doors are shut. “How did You get into this room?” He just walked through. And they were blown away. 
Look at verse 39. He said, “Touch Me! Handle Me! Come put your hands on Me!” 
I can just imagine them saying, “Wait, we saw You die three days ago, but You look like You! This is….” 
“Touch Me!” 
“Peter, you do it first!” 
Jesus says, “See, a Spirit does not have flesh and bones, but I do!” Now, it is supernatural flesh because in 1 Corinthians 15 Paul says that Flesh does not inherit the kingdom. Earthly, carnal flesh does not, but it will really be flesh. You will have an elbow. You will really have bones. He said, “Touch Me!” He said in verse 41, “Now, do you have anything to eat?” 
They asked, “Like, what do you mean?” 
“Well, I would like to eat something!” 
They gave Him a fish and He ate the fish! They watched Him eat the fish, saying, “What?” Then He walked through the wall. Now, the question is, did the fish go through the wall too? I mean I do not know as I do not know how that works! 
Then a few more times in John 20—just read John 20:19 and then verse 26—He was passing through the walls, with a physical body. And He was teaching them, and so they were learning line by line His insights, so there was a teaching dimension going on. 
three types of people WILL be on earth when Jesus appears in the sky 
The redeemed will be raptured at the time of Jesus’ royal procession across the sky (Rev. 1:7). 
16The Lord Himself will descend from heaven…and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up [raptured] together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. (1 Thes. 4:16-17) 
Roman numeral three: Now, you are thinking, “Wait a second, where are we at? How does this work?” It is important to understand that when Jesus appears in the sky at the rapture, at the end of the tribulation, He is going to come and catch up the whole Church to meet Him in the air. And the Church is going to be in glory and in power, I mean on the earth. When people think about the Tribulation and how we want to get out of it, no, the tribulation is the Church’s greatest hour actually of the greatest victory in power and maturity ever in history with signs and wonders beyond any other time in history. So He catches the Church up when Jesus comes. He catches up the saints in the air. I could break that down, but do not want to right now as there are a lot of dimensions to that. Also, I do not know everything about it, but there is a whole lot in the Bible about what happens at that time. 
There are three types of people on the earth—and you do not have to use my terminology, but I worked on these terms because I wanted them to all start with the same letter so that is why I kind of forced it a little bit—there are the redeemed. There is the billion-soul-harvest—we do not really know the real number—they get raptured so it is the raptured group or the redeemed group. It is the believers who are caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Fantastic!
The reprobate, who took the mark of the Beast, will be gathered, judged, and killed. There may be millions or even billions such people still alive when Jesus returns. They will not just disappear. 
Paragraph B: There are the reprobates, meaning the people who took the mark of the Beast. And again, I use the word reprobate because they will not repent and they cannot repent. They are reprobates, they are passed the point of turning back. And again, I use reprobate because it starts with “r.”
The resisters are the unsaved survivors of the Tribulation who refused to worship the Antichrist. They can be saved, and then populate the millennial earth. Resisters will stand against evil governments, even without faith in God, like some in the French Resistance who fought the Nazis in World War II. Scripture refers to “those who are left.” (Isa. 4:3; 10:20; 11:11; 49:6; 65:8; 66:19; Jer. 31:2; Ezek. 20:38-42; 36:36; Amos 9:9-10; Joel 2:32; Zech. 12:14; 13:8; 14:16). 
Paragraph C: There is another group, and this is the group that is often overlooked, but there are quite a number of verses on this. They are listed right there on the handout. I call them the resisters. Who they resisted is the Antichrist, but they also resisted the revival. They did not say yes to Jesus, nor did they say yes to the Antichrist either. They are the unsaved survivors of the Great Tribulation. 
If they were saved, they would meet the Lord in the air, so they are the raptured. If they have the mark of the Beast, they will never repent. 
I am guessing this number of the resisters, so do not take it to heart. I am guessing that there are several hundred million, maybe more than several hundred million. It is not the majority of the earth. It is a very small minority, actually, of eight billion people, maybe a couple hundred million or maybe a couple more. They did not take the mark of the Beast, and they did not get raptured, and they are still there, so when Jesus comes, they do not disappear. They are still there, and they are saying, “What is happening, my goodness?” Yet they are still alive on the earth. 
I have asked people over the years, “What do you think happens to them?” 
They respond with, “I do not know. I have never thought about it!” 
I say, “If they are thirty years old, now they are thirty years old and one day the next day after Jesus returns, but they are still on the earth.” The unsaved survivors refused to worship the Antichrist, but they also resisted the great move of God too. However, all of them, I guess, or certainly the vast majority, if not all of them, come to salvation as they see Jesus as He comes back in the clouds. 
It tells us in Revelation 1:7 that every single eye of every single human being will see Him. The believers get caught up to meet the Lord in the air. The Antichrist kingdom is in big trouble, but all the rest of the several hundred million more or less, I do not know, do see Him with their eyes, yet their lives are not over. They are still alive. Jesus sets up His throne in Jerusalem, and if they live in Chicago they still live in Chicago. If they live in Kenya, they still live in Kenya after Jesus comes. They do not disappear. They are still alive, and they are still the same person that they were. Their life is going to be really different in a glorious way, actually. 
I have spoken with some folks about the term. resister, because the term, resister, is not in the Bible, but the concept of the unsaved survivor is. There are quite a few verses, and I have them there for you to read on your own. 
Think of the World War II, the 1940s, Nazi Germany with Adolph Hitler conquering and trying to take over all of France, and there were those that were called the French Resistance who fought against Adolph Hitler. They did not fight Adolph Hitler because they loved Jesus, I mean, maybe some did. Undoubtedly there were some saved people. Most fought Adolph Hitler because they hated his oppressive style and they loved their nation. There are going to be people who will fight against and resist the Antichrist, not because they love Jesus, but because they will say “No! I am not letting that guy take over my life!” 
You know I make this joke and use the same one: I think about that guy down in Texas. He has his truck, his shotgun, and his dog, saying, “I am not worshipping some guy over in Europe! It ain’t gonna happen! It just isn’t gonna happen!” Well, I think there are going to be hundreds of millions of people, and though this man, the Antichrist, is going to have a spirit far darker than Adolf Hitler, they are saying “No! I am not!” 
I say, “Well, you will not be able to buy or sell if you do not!” 
“We will make this work somehow!” And remember the Great Tribulation lasts three-and-a-half years. It does not last thirty years, just three-and-a-half. And there will be millions of unsaved survivors. I do not think billions, but I do think hundreds of millions. So the guy is thirty years old, his wife is thirty years old, and they have a couple of kids, and they are all still alive.
The raptured go into the New Jerusalem, but the New Jerusalem comes down to the earth, too. And so you will be in the New Jerusalem with a resurrected, perfect body, but you will be in whatever city God has you ruling in, as fast as an angel when they go from heaven to earth, and I guess they go pretty fast. You know, I have never really asked them, but I think they get there pretty quickly. Like the way that Jesus could appear anywhere He wanted in His physical body when He visited after the resurrection. You will live in the New Jerusalem, but you will rule in one of the cities of the earth, and you will have, along with the saints with resurrected bodies, the ultimate authority under the Lord, and they will be over those unsaved survivors who now get saved now that the Millennium has started so they are saved! And the saints with resurrected bodies will be over them. They will train them and teach them. They will help them and the government of their city or their sphere of society. 



The natural processes of life will continue on earth for 1,000 years
Jesus will rule the millennial earth, which will have natural and supernatural dimensions. The supernatural element will be seen in the length of human life being restored to that of Noah’s day (Isa. 65:20, 22) and animals no longer preying on each other (Isa. 65:25). The natural element will be evident in people continuing to sin (Isa. 65:20) and in building and planting (Isa. 65:21). 
20“For the child shall die one hundred years old, but the sinner being one hundred years old shall be accursed. 21They shall build houses…and they shall plant vineyards…22As the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people…25The wolf and the lamb shall feed together.” (Isa. 65:20-25) 
Roman numeral four: I want you to see the natural processes of life with those unsaved survivors. So, they get saved. Again, there are a couple hundred million of them. They did not say yes to the Antichrist. They do not evaporate. They do not disappear because they are still alive! Their unsaved families are still there. They all get radically saved, and I am guessing all. However, I cannot swear that all do, but it certainly seems likely they all do. 
Look at the natural processes of life in the millennial kingdom in Isaiah 65. Isaiah says, “The child shall dies at one hundred years old, but the sinner being a hundred years old will be thought accursed.” Meaning, because these people with physical bodies will still sin, they still have to be born again. They still work on their farms, or they work in the school system, and they have children and their children have children. And it goes on for about four generations, which covers about a thousand years, with people with natural bodies. These people with natural bodies we will hear telling the story, “Have you heard about little Jimmy? He died!” 
Like, “Oh no! He was only a hundred years old, I don’t know what happened! He died so young!” I know we can laugh because it sounds so bizarre to us, but this is what it will be like.
In the days of Noah, many people lived five, six, seven hundred years, and then after the flood the next generation’s lifespan got shorter. Then, the next generation, it got shorter again, and then it got down to hundred and twenty years which was the average lifespan. Then it got down to seventy years, but before the flood of Noah many people lived four or five hundred years. That was the norm, and some lived nine hundred years. 
When Jesus returns, the atmosphere is going to be completely cleansed because the devil will be thrown into prison. The Garden of Eden environment around the food, the air, and the water will be clean. And maybe that thirty-year old only lives to be a hundred or so as things are really healthy for him, but maybe his kids will live to be three hundred.  I am just making up the numbers of course, but their kids will live to be five or six hundred years old. The lifespan will go back to where it was before the flood of Noah.
And so I am guessing that the thousand-year reign will be for four generations. It is like the Scripture says in many places, “up to three and four generations this and this will happen,” and I think it will be a four-generation reality because the lifespan is going to grow. However, if someone dies at a hundred, some will say “Man, what happened? Where did they go wrong?” But, look at verse 21, they will still be building houses and planting crops. They will still be eating natural food. Verse 22, “And as a day of a tree, so will be the days of My people.” Some trees today live a thousand years. Many trees live hundreds of years. The lifespan of those unsaved survivors who get saved, their children’s and grandchildren’s lifespan will be like the length of a tree, meaning hundreds of years old. 
Not only will they build houses and plant farms and crops, but the wolf and the lamb will feed together. The animosity in the animal kingdom will be removed. The animals will still be there, but there will be no animosity. And so, that is a supernatural dimension: the long lifespan, the supernatural dimension of the animosity in the animal kingdom will be removed. However, there is still the natural element: people are still sinning, and they are still dying, and they are still building houses and planting crops.
Harmony will be restored in the animal kingdom, and between animals and humans (Rom. 8:20-21). 
6“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb…the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze…” (Isa. 11:6-7) 
Paragraph B: Isaiah makes this point about the animals twice. Chapter 11 gives even more detail. He says, “The wolf will lie down with the lamb.” That is what he said in chapter 65, and he says, “even the calf and the lion.” Now the lion typically eats the calf, but then they will have peace together. And the cow and the bear—cows and bears do not normally get along right now but—they will graze together. And there is another passage which says “and the child will play by the cobras, by the snakes, and the snakes will not hurt them.” Meaning, there will still be children, and there will still be snakes, and there will still be animals and crops, but there will be a supernatural dimension, even among people with natural bodies.
Jesus’ government will progressively spread to all nations (Isa. 9:7). The natural processes of life will continue as Jesus orders and establishes His kingdom, with the necessary infrastructure for every sphere of life in every city. Normally infrastructures include life support systems (food, water, electricity), building projects (buildings, highways, bridges, etc.), economic systems (currencies, banking, etc.), education, agriculture, media and arts, technology, and social institutions, etc. 
7Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end…His kingdom to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. (Isa. 9:7) 
Paragraph C: Jesus is going to start in Jerusalem. These seven hundred million—more or less, I do not know as I am guessing that number—are building and restoring cities, farms, and houses, school systems and law enforcement and all of these things. You will be living in your resurrected body in the New Jerusalem, and that New Jerusalem will come down and be in connectivity to the earthly Jerusalem—we will get there in a moment—and that is where you will live, but you will rule on the earth. Again, I am thinking you will go from your house in the New Jerusalem to your place on the earth where you are part of the government over the people with natural bodies. You will probably get there really fast like the angels do now. You will probably get there quicker than the time it took you to get from the camp building to here, and you will probably be faster than that, so there will be no problems with transportation because you will have supernatural bodies like the angels do. 
Isaiah said here in chapter 9 that Jesus’ government starts in Jerusalem where he has a couple hundred million people who are brand-new Christians. They got saved after He returns, and some of you might be saying, “They cannot get saved after He returns!” I would say that no, you are confusing it. They did not die and then got saved. They have not died yet. He just came back physically, so they do get saved. All of Israel gets saved at that time. 
Now, look what it says: “His government increases,” little by little, and it spreads and gets bigger and bigger throughout the thousand years. He will order and establish His kingdom in every sphere of society, every city of the earth. It increases little by little through the process of the resurrected saints teaching and ruling over people with natural bodies and bringing them into the knowledge of God and the ways of Jesus filling the earth more and more. At the end of the thousand years, there are a handful of things which happen which I will not go into now, but the Father’s throne then comes down to the earth. That is the ultimate, the tabernacle of God is with human beings on the earth.
These natural processes in every city will need natural infrastructure. There will be food and water and electric companies. There will be technology. There will be highways, bridges, and roadways because people with natural bodies will rebuild all the broken cities of the earth under Jesus’ leadership on the earth and under the partnership and leadership of saints with supernatural bodies who are being involved in the city that God has appointed them too. There will be educational systems, agriculture, media, arts, social institutions all of these people. 
Isaiah tells us that the people on the millennial earth—again, it is that hypothetical thirty-year-old couple I keep referring to who have had children and now they have grandchildren. It is a couple hundred years later and their grandchildren are thriving—all of the leaders of the nations and all of their offspring are born with a sin nature and have to become born again, but there is a Christian influence under the anointing everywhere with resurrected saints and angels interfacing with them. I mean, can you imagine what life would be like if we were interfacing with angels right here, and they were teaching us face to face? Well, that is the way it is going to be forever and for billions of years, though the resurrected saints will actually have a higher place of influence than the angels do even now. 
Many people will come to Jerusalem to learn of God’s ways from Jesus. 
3Many people shall…say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD [Jerusalem], 
to the house of the God of Jacob; He [Jesus] will teach us His ways.” (Isa. 2:3) 
Paragraph D: People on the millennial earth will talk with one another and say, “Hey”—they live in Texas, Chicago, Kenya, South America, wherever—“Let’s go to Jerusalem! Let’s travel to Jerusalem. Let’s travel there and go to the house of the Lord and let Jesus teach us about His ways.” And this is not just His morality. He is teaching us morality, for sure, but He is teaching about technology. Do you know that Jesus knows a whole lot more about technology than Bill Gates and Steve Jobs? A whole lot more! He knows a whole lot more about a godly, prosperous, economic system for a nation. He knows a whole lot more about education than anyone does! They will go to Jerusalem and learn all of His ways, then bring it back to their nations. Jesus’ government will increase, meaning His sphere of influence, and the earth will get more and more Christianized by the Holy Spirit’s power and grace.
They will go to Jerusalem. Jesus’ throne will be in His temple in Jerusalem. He is going to build the Millennial Temple in Jerusalem. His throne will be in that temple. The leaders from all of the nations will come regularly to learn all the different ways of Jesus’ genius to make their country prosper. And even the saints with resurrected bodies–we will be learning. We will be learning a million years from now. You will never be at a time when you stop learning. Meaning, some folks imagine that in the resurrection, since they now have a resurrected body, that they are omniscient and have all knowledge. No, you will learn line by line like you do now, but there is a billion times more information, and you will have a supernatural capacity in your mind to learn and to remember. Beloved, we do not know today even a fraction of one percent of the knowledge that we will have over the millions and billions of years to come. The knowledge will be mind boggling beyond measure. This is our life forever! It is so glorious!
[bookmark: BegMark]I highlight five aspects of God’s kingdom are necessary for His people to experience His fullness on the earth for all eternity (Eph. 3:19). These aspects will converge in the Millennium. 
Paragraph E: I highlight five aspects of God’s kingdom which come to fullness in that thousand years. 
The New Jerusalem will come down to earth, bringing the supernatural, eternal dimension to the millennial kingdom. It will include the supernatural aspects of our resurrected bodies. 
Paragraph F: There is a supernatural dimension that comes to the earth because the New Jerusalem comes down. Heaven comes down with all of the supernatural angels and resurrected saints. There is a supernatural dimension. 
The garden of Eden will be restored, bringing a physical paradise aspect to the Millennium, 
with a fully renewed environment (agriculture, animals, atmosphere, etc.) and physical pleasures. 
Paragraph G: However, it is not only supernatural, as there is a garden of Eden. There is a physical dimension of pleasurable food, of beautiful atmosphere and environment. There is the physical dimension and the supernatural.
The kingdom of David will bring the political and social dimension (governmental, economic, social institutions, educational, family, arts, etc.). Righteousness and justice will be established in every sphere of life as every national government on earth is brought under Jesus’ authority. 
Paragraph H: There is a political dimension. It will be the kingdom of David. There will be political spheres and social spheres.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK22][bookmark: OLE_LINK23]The house of prayer will bring a spiritual dimension, in that the millennial temple will be a worship center in which people encounter God and partner with Him in ruling based on worship and prayer. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK45][bookmark: OLE_LINK46]7“For My house [the temple] shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” (Isa. 56:7) 
Paragraph I: The people of God will be a house of prayer. There will be a spiritual dimension, too, and not just a supernatural. We will be kings and priests interfacing with God, releasing His power on the earth.
The family of God will bring a relational dimension with profound love and unity (Jn. 17:21-26). 
Paragraph J: There will be the family of God, so there will be a relational dimension. All of these dimensions will come to fullness in your experience with other people and with the Lord forever and ever. It will increase and increase and increase. Those five dimensions I have taken time with in the past when I would take one dimension and spent the entire message on it because there are so many implications to these five dimensions.
heavenly Jerusalem and earthly Jerusalem brought together 
The New Jerusalem will descend to earth (Rev. 3:12; 21:2, 10), both at the beginning (Rev. 21:10) and at the end (Rev. 21:2) of the Millennium. When this happens, heaven will literally be on the earth, and the resurrected saints will live there, in the New Jerusalem. 
12“…the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.” (Rev. 3:12) 
Roman numeral five: Well, the Bible says three times that the heavenly Jerusalem comes down to the earth in Jerusalem. The New Jerusalem descends out of the realm of the heavens to the earth, and it says so three times in the book of Revelation which I have noted right here. The New Jerusalem comes down, meaning to the earth. That is the idea. That is where you will live, but you are back to the earth.
Here is the part that some would not agree with, or they would not understand it. However, many do see this. I did not figure it out. I learned it from others, and when I saw it, I thought, “Yes, okay!” The New Jerusalem comes down twice to the earth. It comes down the first time into close proximity to the Millennial Jerusalem. It is not resting on the earth, but it is a dynamic convergence with the earthly Jerusalem, and so the two cities are connected. We live in the big one. Jesus’ throne is actually in both of them.
Jesus’ throne is both in the millennial temple in Jerusalem and in the heavenly New Jerusalem. 
It is one throne with two expressions (Jer. 3:17; Ezek. 43:4-7; Zech. 6:12-13; Rev. 22:3). 
3The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it [New Jerusalem]. (Rev. 22:3) 
Paragraph B: People have asked me, “Well, where is His throne? The Bible says His throne is in the New Jerusalem, but the Bible also says His throne is in the Millennial Temple. Which one is it?” 
I answer this question kind of tongue in cheek: “Does Jesus have one throne or two thrones?” and my answer is “Yes!” I mean, not really, but yes!
The New Jerusalem will descend and connect to earthly Jerusalem in the Millennium creating what I refer to as a vast “governmental complex,” which is Jesus’ throne of glory (Mt. 19:28; 25:31). 
31“When the Son of Man comes…He will sit on the throne of His glory.”  (Mt. 25:31) 
Paragraph C: It says in Matthew 25 and in other places too that Jesus will have a throne of glory. That is what He called it, and it is one of the most understated statements He makes! “My throne of glory will be on the earth, in Jerusalem.” To the throne of glory, the nations will come, and they will see Him on His throne in the Jerusalem temple. I have the verses here, plus I have lots of sessions on this on the internet, and they are all free. There are videos and handouts, lots of verses. This is so exciting, but it is so neglected by so many in the body of Christ, and then they are confused why they are not excited by it. It is because they do not have any information about it. This is so exciting!
Anyway, His throne is on the earth in Millennial Jerusalem, but His throne is in the New Jerusalem too which has come down in that which I call this holy convergence.  We do not know exactly how it is connected, but it is very close to the earthly Jerusalem, and it is connected. Some commentators call it a “satellite city” right over Jerusalem. I do not know about those terms, but I do not think there are any great terms yet, as the Lord has not given us that kind of clarity, but we just know that His throne is in both. And so I call it a “vast governmental complex,” Jesus’ throne of glory, where the bottom or south end is in the Jerusalem temple and the north end is the fifteen-hundred-mile New Jerusalem which is a vast governmental complex. We all live in the city where His throne is, and we have full access to His throne on the earth and in the city, and so it is, again, one vast governmental complex, which are the best terms I can come up with.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK48][bookmark: OLE_LINK49]There are 7 reasons why I believe the New Jerusalem is close to  millennial Jerusalem yet not on the earth until after the Millennium. See  mikebickle.org for “Seven Reasons Why I Believe the New Jerusalem Will Be Near the Earth in the Millennium” (see “End Times” then “Millennial Kingdom”). 
Paragraph D: I have a handout which you can get on the internet if you want it. It is gives seven reasons why to me it is clear that the New Jerusalem is in close proximity to the earth, but it is not on the earth yet until after the Millennium. It is close to the earth but not on the earth. It is close enough that the kings of the earth can go into and out of it. It is close enough so they come in and take the leaves in the New Jerusalem to bring back to their nation which bring healing to the environment and to the atmosphere. It brings healing to their Millennial nation. Anyway, that is too much to cover for right now, but I have seven reasons why the New Jerusalem is close to the earth but not on the earth, though it is accessible to people who are on the Millennial earth. You can look that up if that interests you. 


The saints will rule with Jesus as kings and priests 
The two functions most emphasized for the saints are priests and kings (Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6). Saints with resurrected bodies will be made kings and/or rulers over different spheres of life (Mt. 19:28; 20:21-23; 25:23; Lk. 19:17-19; 22:29-30; Rom. 8:17; 1 Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12).
10“…have made us kings and priests to our God…we shall reign on the earth.” (Rev. 5:10) 
As priests, resurrected saints will worship, intercede, and communicate the knowledge of God to others (non-resurrected people will be on earth in the Millennium with the saints). 
As kings, resurrected saints will judge, or evaluate, the past as part of ruling with Jesus. 
2Do you not know that the saints will judge [evaluate] the world?…3Do you not know that we shall judge [evaluate] angels? (1 Cor. 6:2-3) 
Roman numeral six: This is where it really gets practical and personal for you. You will have two main functions, though I am sure there will be more than two, but these are the two which were highlighted. We resurrected believers will be kings and priests. You will have two main functions, and maybe more than that, but those are the two that the Bible talks about. As priests, you will worship, you will intercede, and you will communicate the knowledge of God to people on the earth. As kings, you will help judge and rule on the earth. I mean, look at what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 6:2, “Do you not know that resurrected saints will judge the earth?” Meaning that you will evaluate it, not judge it as in punish it. Do you know that you will be the ones making choices about what happens with people on the millennial earth? You will be judging the earth. He said, verse 3, “Do you not know that you will actually be evaluating the angels? You will be over the angels too.” 
And of course the Corinthians did not know that. Paul said, in effect, “Why are you arguing? You get so offended so easily! You are going to be ruling the earth and the angels in the resurrection! Don’t you know who you are? Why are you caving in so fast to compromise and getting offended so easily because someone takes a little bit of your money or treats you badly? You are going to live forever, and you are going to be over everything!” I am talking about the collection of the saints under Jesus, of course. 
The saints will occupy the highest position of government in the Spirit on earth in the Millennium. This will be parallel to the position and role of angels in the government of the nations in this age. Jesus will rule a worldwide kingdom in partnership with two types of kings: kings of the earth with non-resurrected bodies and resurrected kings with resurrected bodies (Rev. 1:5-6). 
Paragraph B: The resurrected saints will have the highest position of government on the Millennial natural earth. Right now there are angels involved over every city, nation, and over every sphere of society. There are angels and demons too. There are angels and demons in constant conflict. We are down on the earth, and—whether you are in the marketplace, in education, the military or in the media—you are a “kingdom of God” person and you are wanting to bring Jesus’ will to your sphere of life. We have a certain amount of authority to do that. 
The angels have a lot more power, so when they manifest and help us, we respond with a, “Whoa! That is so helpful!” So the angels have the superior place right now, and we do not see them. You might get one appearance in your life or you might not. When they manifest even a little bit, it is really helpful. Well, in the Millennium, instead of the angels being over the leaders on the earth, it will be the resurrected saints. They will have that superior position of leadership.
Being faithful now in “a few things” will lead to ruling over “many things” in the age to come. 
I compare life to a 70-year internship, preparing us for our assignment on earth in the age to come. 
21“You were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.” (Mt. 25:21) 
17“You were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.” (Lk. 19:17) 
Paragraph C: Here it is right here: one, two, three. I have several sessions on this topic with lots of these verses. Jesus says, as it were, “You are going to get the shock of your life one day. You were faithful over a few things during your seventy years on the earth, you did not have much authority in the eyes of people, you did not have a big impact, but you were faithful with a few things. You are going to get the shock of your life when I make you ruler over many things on the Millennial earth. You will not even believe it.” 
You will think, “Well, I had a little home group that only four people came to, and two of them split off and started another one and really didn’t even want to listen to me.” 
The Lord could say, “Yes, but you did what I told you to do. It is not about how big your impact is. It is about your heart response, and you did it!” And you are going to exchange a very little sphere of influence to a big sphere where you will be ruler over many.
He says the same thing in Luke 19. He said, “You were faithful over very little!” 
“Well, I have a little business. I work at the factory. I have two people under me, but they don’t listen to me anyway! And so I hardly do anything!” 
And the Lord would say, “No, no, do not judge it that way! Are you doing what I told you and are you walking with a heart of obedience and obeying Me?” 
“Yes” 
“Well, do not measure your impact. I am going to measure the size of your heart toward Me when I come back. You will have authority over ten cities on the Millennial earth.” 
So I compare our seventy years on the earth—because Moses said, “You get seventy years, eighty due to strength!” Some will live longer and obviously many live shorter. However, our seventy years on the earth, I am telling you, maybe this sounds kind of corny but—our seventy years on the earth is an internship. My main teaching ministry will not start until the resurrection. I am teaching people now, but the Lord could say, “This is not your main ministry. You are supposed to do it now, but you do not even know what I have for you.” 
Whatever you are doing in your seventy years on the earth is important, and you do it with all of your heart and unto the Lord. However, your main ministry is the thousand-year ministry assignment that you have on the earth, and then the real main one is after the thousand years, for billions of years. This is an internship where we are faithful with small things. We resist compromise, and when we do sin, we repent of it, claim the mercy of God, and recommit ourselves to obedience. We are faithful. Even if no one appreciates us and no one is even responding, we still stay faithful to our assignment. And I am telling you, when you get done, you will see that this was just your internship. Billy Graham will have a far greater ministry in the age to come than he did here, filling up stadiums, in his life. I am telling you it is the truth, but we have to shift over. The reason I want you to see this is because these are Jesus’ words, and He has lots of verses like this. 
I want to impact people, and I want my influence or my impact to grow, but I am not tricked into thinking that this is what it is mostly what this is about. It is important that I do this hard, I mean with all of my heart, but my main ministry starts in the age to come, far bigger and far more important and long lasting, my thousand-year-ministry assignment and calling. 
None of us really know much about that. There is more about that in the Bible than you think, but that is for another time. I have a one-hour session where I take about ten or fifteen people from the Bible to whom God gave promises about their millennial position in the age to come. It is pretty remarkable. There are a handful of verses on that. I do not know what mine is or what yours is, but I know one thing: very little turns to ten cities if you do it with all your heart. 
Visit mikebickle.org for a FREE 10-part series on the Millennial Kingdom: https://mikebickle.org/series/the-millennium-heaven-on-earth-2014/
Amen and Amen! Let’s stand together before the Lord. Now you have to admit this is not your normal teaching that you hear every day, but it is exciting if you go a little deep in it, not even real deep, but just a little bit. 
Father, here we are before You, and we ask You to give us living understanding of Your kingdom. 
Connect the dots. I know this is overwhelming to some folks. The first time they ever heard it, it is like “What!” I challenge you: anything you see and hear here that you do not see in your Bible with your eyes, throw it away. Throw it away. However, if you will read these scripture passages you will be surprised; some of these things are more clear than you think. But if you cannot find these truths with your eyes in your Bible. then do not accept them. I always say that to the young people. I tell them, “Do not go home and say, ‘Mike Bickle said.’ No, if you cannot see it in your Bible, then do not say it.” 
However, I want to encourage you to go and check out some of these verses. Then, on the internet I have a number of ten- and fifteen-part series on some of these themes, I do not even know how many but a bunch of them. I have taught this for years over these years. I love this topic so much. 
Father, here we are before You, and I ask that You would mark hearts. I ask that people would see themselves in Your story in a new way, that it would make sense to persevere in difficulty with a good spirit in this age. Let them see with new eyes. Lord, we thank you in Jesus’ name. 
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