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[bookmark: _Hlk80952987][bookmark: _Hlk85871493][bookmark: _Hlk80418751][bookmark: _Hlk81030678][bookmark: _Hlk91686538] Session 14 The Life That God Calls Great: Loving Jesus (Jn. 14) 
John 13-17 is The greatest teaching 
[bookmark: _Hlk91416732][bookmark: _Hlk91416152]Jesus spoke of some called “great” and some called “least” in the kingdom. God will call their life choices “great” because they loved and obeyed Him. This greatness is attained without regard for outward achievements and impact. It is based on the size of one’s heart response to the Lord. 
19Whoever breaks [consistently] one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does [consistently] and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. (Mt. 5:19) 

[bookmark: _Hlk91763351]41…for one star differs from another star in glory. 42So also is the resurrection of the dead. 
(1 Cor. 15:41-42) 
John 13-17 is the greatest teaching given by the greatest teacher in history! Jesus spoke this to the leadership of His new Church to prepare them to walk in a way that the Lord calls “great” and to thrive spiritually even in the face of intense pressures and temptations that they would face. 
[bookmark: _Hlk91258785]Millions of believers will be equipped by the truths, promises, and commands set forth in these 5 chapters to be overcomers walking as Jesus’ prepared Bride (Rev. 19:7) in context to the most intense persecutions, temptations, and difficulties in history (Mt. 24:21). The truths in John 13-17 define the way of the heart of the overcoming Bride in the end times. 
7“…the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” (Rev. 19:7) 
The book of Revelation is the most glorious love story in which Jesus releases His judgments against the Antichrist—while orchestrating the greatest revival (“the billion soul harvest;” 7:9), the supernatural transformation of the end-time Church from a Laodicean spirit of compromise to a prepared Bride (19:7), and the deliverance and salvation of Israel (12:13-17), followed by Jesus filling the earth with God’s glory in the millennial kingdom (20:4-6). 
[bookmark: _Hlk89602280][bookmark: _Hlk67632535][bookmark: _Hlk89427056]Two days earlier on Tuesday, Jesus defined loving God as the “first” and “great” commandment (Mt. 22:38), thus identifying it as the Spirit’s first priority in the kingdom, the “first” calling 
for our life, the promise we pray for “most,” and the most reliable definition of a “great” life. 
37You shall love the LORD…38This is the first and great commandment. (Mt. 22:37-38) 
Jesus’ last prophetic declaration over Israel was, “You shall love the Lord” (Mt. 22:37).
Moses prophesied Israel would love God with all their heart in the end times (Deut. 30:1-6). 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]6The Lord…will circumcise your heart…to love the Lord…with all your heart. (Deut. 30:6) 
[bookmark: _Hlk89576723][bookmark: _Hlk89576782][bookmark: _Hlk89577127][bookmark: _Hlk89606782]Jesus connected His promise to answer prayer in 14:14 to the Spirit empowering them to love Him in 14:15-16. It takes the power of God to love God with all our heart. The Spirit’s greatest work is to empower people to love Jesus. God is glorified most as people walk in obedient love for Jesus. 
14If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 15If you love Me, keep My commandments…
16the Father…will give you another Helper…17the Spirit of truth… (Jn. 14:14-17) 
[bookmark: _Hlk89576616][bookmark: _Hlk89427209][bookmark: _Hlk85870961][bookmark: _Hlk39171395][bookmark: _Hlk89602236][bookmark: _Hlk89576922]When Jesus said to “ask anything” (14:13), He immediately focused them on the grace to love Him (14:15). The ultimate “anything” we can ask for is the grace to walk out the first commandment. 
We are to pray with faith for the Spirit to “impart the Father’s love for Jesus in our heart” (17:26). 
26“…that the love with which You [the Father] loved Me may be in them…” (Jn. 17:26) 
Jesus offered His people a promise to ask for “whatever”—similar to what Solomon was offered. 
24…whatever things you ask…believe that you receive them, and you will have them. (Mk. 11:24) 
[bookmark: _Hlk91575257][bookmark: _Hlk91504023]7…God appeared to Solomon [in a dream] and said to him, “Ask! What shall I give you?”… 10“Give me wisdom and knowledge…” 11God said to Solomon: “Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked riches…or honor…nor…long life…12[Therefore] wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give you riches, wealth and honor…” (2 Chr. 1:7-12) 
[bookmark: _Hlk89593386][bookmark: _Hlk89593751][bookmark: _Hlk91767497][bookmark: _Hlk89606110]The greatest pleasures available to the human spirit are the spiritual pleasures that come to us as God reveals God to us—empowering us to love Him. We are freed from the inferior pleasures of sin by experiencing the superior pleasures of the gospel. He contends for our liberty and joy. 
We were created for love—so we only thrive as God reveals His love to us and imparts it in us. 
[bookmark: _Hlk89406911]The call to love God is the point that Jesus emphasized most in John 13-17. Jesus linked loving God with obeying God five times in John 14 (see 14:15, 21, 23, 24, 31). 
15If you love Me, keep My commandments...21He who…keeps them, it is he who loves Me…
23If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word…24He who does not love Me does not keep My words…31I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do. (Jn. 14:15-31) 
[bookmark: _Hlk89593515][bookmark: _Hlk91767524][bookmark: _Hlk91767551]Jesus defined loving God as being deeply rooted in a spirit of obedience. He calls us to love God on God’s terms or by His definition of love. He is the most qualified to define love (1 Jn. 4:16). There is no such thing as loving God without seeking to obey Him. The distorted grace message promotes sentimental definitions of love that minimize obedience to Jesus—it is a deception. Jesus never apologized for calling His people to holiness as if it was “negative.” He contends for our greatness.
Serving Jesus faithfully and denying our lustful desires are “the theater” that God chose for us to express our love to Him. Jesus takes this personally. Some think of lust as only about immorality, but lust includes covetousness, anger, bitterness, retaliation, complaining, slander, and more. 
Each of us has a different struggle according to our own personality and life circumstances. 
Thus, we each have a different “assignment,” from which we offer our gift of obedient love to God. Our love (and resistance of sinful lusts) is often weak and flawed, but it is still valued and honored by the Lord. Weak love is still real love—it is genuine. Our love is not only real when it is mature. 
[bookmark: _Hlk89428125][bookmark: _Hlk89408206][bookmark: _Hlk89407705][bookmark: _Hlk89407512]Affection-based obedience is the most reliable—compared to duty-based or fear-based obedience. The King in Song of Solomon described His Bride’s heart of loyal love as a “locked garden” (4:12). The Bride described herself as lovesick (5:8). “We must be lovesick to be love safe”—Yo Herman. 
12A garden locked is My sister, My bride, a spring locked, a fountain sealed. (Song 4:12; ESV)
8…daughters of Jerusalem, if you find my Beloved, that you tell Him I am lovesick! (Song 5:8) 
[bookmark: _Hlk90033662]All Believers are called to enjoy God’s manifest presence (Jn. 14:21) 
[bookmark: _Hlk90197375]In 14:21, Jesus repeated what He said in connecting love to obedience in 14:15, then He added 
two promises—that He and the Father will love them and He will manifest Himself to them. 
[bookmark: _Hlk89959939][bookmark: _Hlk89957292]21“He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” (Jn. 14:21) 
[bookmark: _Hlk90635860]It is he who loves Me: This is one of the most glorious things that Jesus can say to a person. 
[bookmark: _Hlk90636548][bookmark: _Hlk90635759]Loved by My Father: Jesus declared that “the Father loves” any who love Jesus (14:21, 23; 16:27). This most glorious reality is within reach by the indwelling Spirit as we fellowship with the Spirit. Only in John 13-17, and only from the lips of Jesus do we find this specific blessing declared—
that some are loved by the Father “because of” their response to love and obey Jesus.
[bookmark: _Hlk90371350][bookmark: _Hlk90198954]23If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him… (Jn. 14:21, 23) 
[bookmark: _Hlk90483876]The idea of the Father loving us “because” we love and obey Jesus confuses some because it appears to be a contradiction to the truth that we love God because He first loved us (1 Jn. 4:19). However, Jesus does not begin to love us after we love Him; our love springs from His love for us. 
The revelation of His love for us is what awakens love and gratitude in our heart towards Him. 
[bookmark: _Hlk90635683]27…for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me… (Jn. 16:27) 
[bookmark: _Hlk90636713]19We love Him because He first loved us. (1 Jn. 4:19) 
Jesus spoke of two distinct expressions of God’s love for His people:
[bookmark: _Hlk90636662][bookmark: _Hlk90635787]#1 God so loves the world in fullness (Jn. 3:16). The Father loves all people in the world redemptively in the sense of valuing, caring for, and pursuing them. God so loved the world with His infinite and everlasting love—He proved it by sending His Son to die for them. 
His love for all the people in the world is not caused or motivated by their response to Jesus. 
#2 He loves or enjoys His relationship with those who obey Him. The Father enjoys and esteems the life choices and fruit of those who obey Jesus. He enjoys His relationship with them and delights in working “with them” in partnership (Mk. 16:20). He loves to see their relationships that result from walking in humility. Paul referred to this as being well pleasing to God (2 Cor. 5:9). John spoke of himself as “one of the disciples Jesus loved” (13:23). 
An angel said something similar to Daniel, calling him “beloved” by God (9:23; 10:11, 19).
[bookmark: _Hlk90798370][bookmark: _Hlk89430668][bookmark: _Hlk91163702]14“Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore…I will set him on high… (Ps. 91:14) 
17“…My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again.” (Jn. 10:17) 
[bookmark: _Hlk91763092]21…“Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful…” (Mt. 25:21) 
5By faith Enoch was taken…he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 6But without faith [confidence to persevere] it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe…He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him… 35Others were tortured, 
not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection… (Heb. 11:5-6, 35) 
[bookmark: _Hlk91778994][bookmark: _Hlk91423820][bookmark: _Hlk91163973][bookmark: _Hlk91000051][bookmark: _Hlk91163985][bookmark: _Hlk91692320][bookmark: _Hlk91692284][bookmark: _Hlk91692460]Jesus promised to confess the name or to “tell the testimony” of those who overcome to the Father. The Father already knows their story but Jesus tells it to Him in context to His royal court—in the presence of the 24 elders and many angels. Jesus honors the testimony of the diligent by speaking 
it in such a majestic setting to emphasize its importance. If it is affirming for the story of one’s faithfulness to be told in a private meeting, how much more when it is told to a king in his court. 
1“…I know your works, that you have a name [reputation] that you are alive, but you are dead…
5He who overcomes…I will confess his name before My Father and His angels. (Rev. 3:1, 5) 
32…whoever confesses Me before men, him I will confess before My Father…” (Mt. 10:32) 
[bookmark: _Hlk90031413][bookmark: _Hlk91779231]Manifest Myself to him: Jesus linked obedient love to one’s capacity to experience God’s manifest presence (14:21). A believer’s obedience does not “earn” access to God’s presence, but it positions them to experience more of His love because they live in agreement with His heart and leadership. 
In 14:23, Jesus restated and then elaborated on what He said in 14:15 and in 14:21 by adding two promises—He promised inclusiveness by adding the word “anyone” (instead of just the apostles). He promised that it would be more consistent by saying, “We will make Our home with you.” 
[bookmark: _Hlk90702704][bookmark: _Hlk90637783]23Jesus answered…, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” (Jn. 14:23) 
[bookmark: _Hlk90637468][bookmark: _Hlk74586291]We will make our home with him: In 14:23, Jesus taught that God makes His “home” in His people on the earth in a spiritual way by manifesting Himself to them in a more consistent way. Our heart can experience tokens of “heaven on earth” as we commune with God. Spurgeon said, “Little faith will take your soul to heaven, but great faith will bring heaven to your soul while still on earth.” 
[bookmark: BegMark][bookmark: _Hlk90638430][bookmark: _Hlk89775307]Jesus’ perspective of His death—Glory, Victory & love (Jn. 14:28-31)
[bookmark: _Hlk92084279][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: _Hlk90643750][bookmark: _Hlk91390433]Jesus exhorted them to see His view of His death—as an expression of His love for the Father. 
Jesus wanted them to see the positive side of His death in His going to the Father (Rev. 4). 
Satan came in the person of Judas bringing the Roman guards to arrest Him (13:2, 27). However, Jesus’ death was not an indication that Satan had won a victory over Jesus (Rom. 8:32). 
[bookmark: _Hlk90640368][bookmark: _Hlk90701988]28“…If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father’ … 
30“…for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me…” 31But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I do.” (Jn. 14:28-31) 
[bookmark: _Hlk91763563]32He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all… (Rom. 8:32) 
Jesus’ obedience unto death was the most costly display of love for the Father in all of history. 
Jesus knew that in God’s timing “every living being” would know the truth: that He embraced the cross out of love for God (Phil. 2:11). “I love the  Father” will be stamped over His story forever. 
[bookmark: _Hlk91764184][bookmark: _Hlk91350531]8…He became obedient to the point of death…9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him… 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven and…earth… (Phil. 2:8-10) 
[bookmark: _Hlk90662979]24Then comes the end [of the Millennium] , when He [Jesus] delivers the kingdom to God the Father…28When all things are made subject to Him [Jesus during the Millennium], then the 
Son Himself will be subject to Him [the Father]…that God may be all in all. (1 Cor. 15:24-28) 
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