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A. Idolatry (covetousness and/or sorcery; Col 3:5; Eph 5:5; 1 Cor. 10:20-22). Covetousness is 

idolatry because it is pursuit of money (because of confidence in it) that directly opposes Jesus’ 

leadership over our life. It is pursuing money without reference to Jesus’ leadership. Most 

idolatry throughout history and especially at the end-of-the-age is economically driven rather 

than being most spiritual as an end in itself to give glory to a false god but rather to secure 

financial gain from them.  

20 Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who 

calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and 

eat things sacrificed to idols…24 To you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not 

have this doctrine, who have not known the depths of Satan… (Rev. 2:20, 24)  
 

21 Select from all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; 

and place such over them to be rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds… (Ex 18:21)  

B. Mammon is a god that if served that makes it impossible to serve the true God  

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 "The lamp of the body is the 

eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is 

bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, 

how great is that darkness! 24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 

and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

God and mammon. 25 "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 

or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. (Mt. 6:20-30)  

 
 

 

15 For those who do wickedness are raised up; they even tempt God… (Mal. 3:15)  

 

Because from the least of them even to the greatest of them, everyone is given to covetousness…14 They have 

also healed the hurt of My people slightly, Saying, 'Peace, peace!' When there is no peace. (Jer. 6:13-14)  

 

For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness--God is 

witness. 6 Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others, when we might have made 

demands as apostles of Christ. (1 Thes. 2:5-6)  

 

The Kingdom Paradigm of Finances  

II. CENTERPIECE OF GOD’S PURPOSE: BRING HEAVEN AND EARTH TOGETHER  

 
9 Having made known to us the mystery (hidden plan) of His will…10 that He might gather together 

in one ALL things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth--in Him. (Eph. 1:9-10)  
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A. The centerpiece of God’s eternal purpose is for Jesus to come back to fully establish His 

Kingdom rule over all the earth as He joins the heavenly and earthly realms together. God’s 

purpose has always been for God and His people to live together in this way. This is the 

interpretive key to understanding the End-Times.  

B. Heaven speaks of the supernatural spirit realm where God’s power and presence are openly 

manifest. It includes the realm of angels and is the place believers go for the last 2,000 year 

(cross to Second Coming) “temporary holding pattern” as disembodied spirits. The saints do not 

have a resurrected body in heaven because they do not need one to relate to the environment of 

heaven. When the New Jerusalem comes to earth, it is referred to as heaven. When the Scripture 

says our reward is in heaven it speaks of the New Jerusalem as heaven on earth.  

C. Earth: speaks of the material physical realm as the place where human process and human 

emotions and physical sensation reach their fullest expression. The materiality of the Millennial 

earth, then the New Earth will consist of concrete reality. The earthly realm requires a 

resurrected body. On the earth, saints will need a resurrected body to fully relate to it.  

D. As Gentile believers, we most naturally think of worshipping Jesus as God in the supernatural 

conditions of heaven. We emphasize Jesus’ deity as the Son of God. Whereas the Jewish 

paradigm thinks of reigning with the Messianic King as a man in the natural conditions of the 

earth. They emphasize the Messiah’s humanity as the Son of David. 

E. The Millennium is when the saints reign with Jesus on earth for 1,000 years.  

6 They shall be priests of God… and shall reign with Him a thousand years. (Rev. 20:6)  

F. The Millennium is a major doctrine in the Scriptures. It is the time in which Jesus rules and 

establishes the Kingdom of God worldwide affecting every sphere of life (political, social, 

agricultural, economic, spiritual, educational, law enforcement, family, media, arts, technology, 

athletics, environment, social institutions, etc). This period of worldwide blessing is initiated by 

Jesus' Second Coming (Rev. 19:11- 20:6; Isa. 2:1-4; 9:6-9; 11:1-16; 51:1-8; 60-62; 65:17-25; 

Deut. 30:3; Ps. 2:6-12; 110:1-7; Mal 3:1-4; Mt. 5:5; 6:10; 17:11; 19:28; Acts 1:6; 3:21).  

G. Three time frames for our three main assignments in God (dynamic continuity between them) 

1. Our first assignment is a 70 year assignment on earth in this age (our internship).  

2. Our second assignment is 1,000-year assignment on earth after Lord returns.  

3. Our third assignment is an eternal assignment on earth (after the Millennial Kingdom).  

III. HOW OUR ASSIGNMENT IN THIS AGE AFFECTS OUR NEXT ASSIGNMENT  
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16 One (a ruler; Luke 18:18) came and said to Him, "Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I 

may have eternal life?" 17 So He said to him, "…if you want to enter into life, keep the 

commandments… 18 you shall not murder…not commit adultery…not steal…20 The young man 

said to Him, "All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?" 21 Jesus said to him, 

"If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; and come, follow Me." 22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away 

sorrowful, for he had great possessions. (Mt. 19:16-20)  

A. The rich young ruler was a devout young business man. He came to Jesus with two questions. 

What must he do to be saved and what did he lack in his faith and obedience? (v. 16, 20). Jesus 

did not challenge this young man’s testimony of his sincere desire to keep all of God’s 

commandments. However, in response to his question about what he lacked, Jesus pointed out by 

a word of knowledge, a blind spot in his character that he did not see. The rich young ruler had a 

serious unperceived problem of covetousness. Jesus urged him confront his covetousness by 

giving. The way to confront covetousness is to act in the opposite spirit through giving money. 

B. Jesus’ showed him that he lacked an appropriate view of how his business assignment in this age 

related to his assignment in the next age (v. 21). Many consume all their resources on themselves 

and have no reward.  

C. One of most important questions that we must regularly ask the Lord is, “What do I still lack?” 

In other words, what unperceived area of darkness or compromise is working in my spirit that is 

important to God, such that He will bring it up at the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2 

Cor. 5:10). We must regularly ask this question that God might “shock us now” with insight into 

our heart rather than shock us at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Jesus shocked this young ruler as 

an act of mercy to him. When Jesus answers this question for us, it is a great gift to us.  

D. Our heart are only safe in receiving God’s blessing on our circumstances in context to God’s 

blessings also touching or prospering our souls (spirit of intimacy and revelation).  

2 I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. (3 Jn. 2)  

E. Jesus was exposing an unperceived problem of a spirit of covetousness in the rich young ruler. 

Two of most common problems that usually go undetected by Church are covetousness and 

bitterness. Most people have a residue of these working in their heart yet without awareness of it. 

F. Jesus warned against covetousness. It is the most unperceived area of darkness in the Church. 

15 Jesus said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist 

in the abundance of the things he possesses." …18 He said, 'I will pull down my barns and 

build greater, and…store all my crops and my goods. 19 I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have 

many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." ' 20 But God 

said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you…' (Lk. 12:15-20).  
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1. Jesus spoke to another man in a parable (Luke 12:13-21) exhorting a man to take heed 

against covetousness. Jesus warned this man about the folly of having bigger barns 

(increased blessing on his circumstances) without having a bigger heart.  

2. Many lose their vitality in God while experiencing growth of a God-ordained and God 

blessed business or ministry because covetousness was never dealt with in their spirit. 

God’s blessing on our inner man must increase as God’s blessings on our circumstances 

and ministry increase. It is hard when gaining more good opportunities and things to 

manage without growing internally at the same pace.  

G. Covetousness dulls our spirit as it chokes our spiritual vitality, our tenderness in the Word and 

the spirit of prayer on us. Jesus taught that our hearts are choked and defiled by the deceitfulness 

of riches (covetousness). Riches are deceitful in that few believe they are under its power.  

18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, 19 and 

the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in 

choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. (Mark 4:18-25)  
 

21 Out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 thefts, 

covetousness... 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a man. (Mk. 7:21-23) 
 

1 …There will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, 

even denying the Lord who bought them…2 Many will follow their destructive ways, because 

of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with 

deceptive words…13 They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while 

they feast with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, beguiling 

unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 

They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of 

Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness…19 While they promise them liberty, they 

themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is 

brought into bondage. (2 Pet. 2:1-3, 13-19) 

H. We must be clear and bold in exposing the “cancer of covetousness” that will not just go away 

but will grow and destroy our destiny in God. Jesus wanted to bring him to a spirit of liberty 

instead of anxiety and bondage related to money. Jesus loved the rich young ruler whom He 

sought to help. This young man was in a greater spirit peril than he understood.  

21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack…sell whatever you 

have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven…” (Mk. 10:21) 

I. The “exchange rate” of obedience now for treasure (reward) in the age-to-come is very high.  

20 God said to him, “Fool! This night your soul will be required of you… 21 So is he who lays 

up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." (Lk. 12:20-21)  
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J. Jesus wants our prosperity to not be limited to money in this age nor does He want of financial 

prosperity to be limited to our 70 year assignment. If we do not use our financial prosperity in 

this age with generosity, then it will not continue in the age-to-come. Many do not connect their 

actions in this age with their place and assignment in the age-to-come.  

K. Scripture is against the spirit of poverty and the spirit of covetousness. God’s answer is for us to 

cultivate a spirit one of giving with faith for God’s blessing of financial increase (Lk. 6:38).  

IV. JESUS’ REVELATION OF THE DILEMMA  
 

23 Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter (progress) 

the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich man to enter (progress)the kingdom of God." 25 When His disciples heard it, 

they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be saved?"… (Mt. 19:23-25)  
 

14 Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life…there are few who find it. (Mt. 7:14)  

A. Jesus makes a very important statement to the apostles who would soon be leading a great and 

prosperous move of God (v. 23). It is hard for a rich person (rich in money or rich in honor and 

influence) to enter or to progress in their experience of the kingdom of God. Riches in this age 

make it difficult for several reasons. First, time it takes to manage our increase can take a 

significant toll on our hearts but the sheer time it takes. Second, the rich usually have an 

abundance of opportunity to increase their riches. The more honor and influence one has, the 

more doors tend to open that provide the opportunity to increase their honor. Third, those with 

more tend to struggle to fully obey God in their increase. Often, they quickly obey God in the 

days of smallness and need but in the hour of increase, obedience seems more difficult. For 

example, they could easily tithe when they made $20,000 a year but find it difficult to tithe when 

they make $5,000,000 because of the amount of the tithe. Fourth, many new areas of strife and 

anxiety usually follow increase of riches. The inevitable dynamics that come with managing the 

people and situations that increase riches and honor bring. Thus, we can easily lose our focus and 

free spirit in God. It is hard to keep focused on intimacy and obedience with more riches.  

B. The rich man (v. 22) and the twelve apostles (v. 25) were surprised at Jesus’ statement. Jesus is 

speaking this for to the apostles who were to become “rich” in power and influence from the day 

one Pentecost onward.  

C. The unspoken issue is how God’s covenant blessings and promises related to money and honor 

(Deuteronomy 28) could minimize and diminish a believer’s place in God.  

D. The answer is that God’s Old Covenant blessings (Deut. 28:1-14) on circumstances must come 

within the context of the New Covenant blessing on our inner man (Jer. 31:33; Heb. 10:16) 

including the spirit of holiness, intimacy and revelation. God’s external blessings on our 

circumstances are only safe in context to an equal blessing of intimacy and revelation (3 Jn. 2).  
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E. We must assess the hindrance that riches (honor and money) create in our life. We need a 

revelation of this dilemma that riches bring us because we still have darkness in our minds and 

sinful desires in our hearts. This includes the revelation of a Kingdom assignment on earth after 

Jesus returns, and insight into the dilemma that riches bring us (even God ordained riches). 

F. Many blessed by God are unaware of this dilemma. If we know that sharks are in the water we 

approach the water differently. The rich young ruler was surprised by Jesus’ answer since he 

knew that his wealth was from God’s hand. Yes it was, but that was not the whole story. We 

must have the spirit of abandonment to God in our finances. Having a free spirit with riches 

(honor or money) is rare because it is hard to sustain.  

G. We must only take comfort and assurance in the testimony of Scripture not the affirmation of 

others who confess love for Jesus, yet do not aggressively war against covetousness. We must 

not take comfort in mutual flattering of one another (covetous people affirming one another). It is 

very common for people to receive false comfort from one another that is not according to truth. 

We must only compare ourselves with the standard in the Word.  

12 For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. 

But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, 

are not wise. (2 Cor. 10:12)  

 
12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. (1 Cor. 10:12)  

H. There are three issues that must be addressed in Kingdom-economics. First, how do we get more 

wealth. Second, what spirit do we have as we receive more money and third, how to use money.  

V. PETER ASKS FOR AN APPLICATON OF KINGDOM ECONOMICS TO HIS LIFE  
 

27 Peter said to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?" 28 

Jesus said, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration (Millennial Kingdom), when the Son of 

Man sits on the Throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on 12 thrones, judging 

the 12 tribes of Israel. 29 Everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 

wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold… (Mt. 19:27-29) 

A. Peter’s next assignment would include sitting on a throne to judge Israel. In other words, Jesus 

taught them that because they had a free spirit and were obeying Him in the realm of honor and 

money. This is an OT paradigm of the kingdom that was not new to the apostles (Jews 

understood Dan. 7:9-27). They knew believers would rule the earth with the Messiah.   

B. Our current assignment with riches now (honor and money) is related to our next assignment. 

Jesus is revealing how He motivate business people.   
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Jesus spoke of the most radical lifestyle to a young man that walked in the spirit of obedience (v. 20), 

Jesus gave him a vision for perfect obedience that required the area of obedience in his money. Once he 

made it clear that he wanted eternal life then Jesus brought it to the next level of living in perfect 

obedience.  

He said, "But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments. 18… 'You shall not 

murder,' 'You shall not commit adultery,' 'You shall not steal,' 'You shall not bear false 

witness,' 19 'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 'You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.' " 20 The young man said to Him, "All these things I have kept from my youth. What 

do I still lack?" 21 Jesus said to him, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and 

give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." (Mt. 19:17-21)  

Peter said we did the perfect thing, what is the result of this. Jesus promised that people who obey Ps. 

45:10 in quest of perfect obedience will inherit more than eternal life but a throne. The 100-fold blessing 

comes from 100-fold obedience. Eternal life is a gift but 100-fold return on 100-fold blessing is more  

27 Peter answered and said to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore what 

shall we have?" 28 So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, 

when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit 

on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall 

receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. (Mt. 19:22-29)  

C.  

VI. THE GREAT REVERSAL IN THE AGE-TO-COME  

 
30 But many who are first (in this age) will be last (age-to-come), and the last first. (Mt. 19:30) 
 

16 The last will be first, and the first last. For many are called (invited), but few chosen. (Mt. 20:16)  

 
14 Narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life…there are few who find it. (Mt. 7:14)  

A. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and. (Mt. 7:14)  

B. Jesus taught that many (believers) who are first in riches (money and honor) in this age, will 

have a lesser assignment in the age-to-come.   

C. Jesus said that many are called or invited, but only a few respond in a way to be worthy of being 

chosen for honor in the age-to-come. In their assignment in the next age, they will have a 

proportionately lesser place. Such people do not connect what they do with their honor and 

riches in this age (70 year internship) with their function in the age-to-come.  
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