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I. GOD’S DESIRE FOR PARTNERSHIP WITH POWER  

A. God desires to govern His universe in intimate partnership with His people. This is the ultimate 

expression of the Father’s desire to express love and enjoy partnership. 

B. God has sovereignly determined the main themes of His eternal plan. These are set in and sure to 

come to pass regardless of what people or demons do. However, He has chosen to give us 

responsibility in determining some of measure of the “quality of life” that we experience in the 

natural and spirit (in time and eternity). We determine this based on our response to the grace of 

God in our partnership with Him particularity in prayer and meekness.  

Yet you do not have because you do not ask. (Jas 4:2)  

 

However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting. (Mt. 17:21)  

C. God opens doors of blessing and closes doors of oppression in response to our prayers in the 

grace of God. There are blessings that God has chosen to give, but only if His people rise up in 

the intimate partnership of prayer to ask for them. 

The LORD will wait, that He may be gracious to you...for the LORD is a God of justice; 

blessed are all those who wait for Him. 19 For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem...He 

will be very gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you. 

(Isa. 30:18-19) 

D. Some “trust” the sovereignty of God in a non-biblical way by “trusting” God to do the role that 

He has assigned to us. This is not truly trusting God, but rather it is presumption before Him. We 

cannot do God’s part and He will not do our part.   

II. THE MYSTERY AND MAJESTY OF PARTNERSHIP WITHIN THE TRINITY  

A. There is intimate partnership within the Trinity. The Father delights to work through Jesus and 

the Holy Spirit as He creates and governors His universe. 

B. Jesus is the creator who declared the Father’s plan back to Him in Gen. 1.  

For by Him (Jesus) all things were created...in heaven and that are on earth. (Col. 1:16)  

C. The Father’s passion for partnership is seen in Him making the worlds through Jesus. 

God has…spoken to us by His Son...through whom also He made the worlds. (Heb. 1:2) 

D. God has ordained to govern His universe by releasing His power as those in unity with Him 

declare the thoughts of His heart back to Him.  The Bible calls this intercession.  

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form, and 

void...and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 3 Then God (Jesus) said, 

"Let there be light"; and there was light. (Gen 1:1-3)  
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E. Each Person in the Godhead has a different role in creating and governing the universe. 

1. The Father has deep holy thoughts (plans).  

2. The Son articulates the Father’s thoughts (plans). 

3. The Holy Spirit releases power in response to the Son speaking the Father’s thoughts. 

F. This principle of partnership within the Trinity is seen when Jesus in union with the Spirit spoke 

the Father’s plans to release them into the earthly realm (Gen 1:3, 9, 11, 15, 24, 30).  

God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together”...and it was so. (Gen. 1:9)  

 

God said, "Let the earth bring forth grass”...and it was so. (Gen. 1:11)  

 

God said, "Let there be lights in the...heavens 15...and it was so. (Gen. 1:14-15)  

 

God said, "Let the earth bring forth...the beast of the earth”...and it was so. (Gen. 1:24) 

G. Principle: the Spirit follows the spoken Word when it comes from one living in unity with God’s 

heart. Grace and power increases where the Word is spoken in unity with God’s heart.  

III. JESUS’ INTERCESSION: CREATING, SUSTAINING AND RULING 

A. The Father has deep thoughts (plans) burning in His heart. Jesus gives voice to those thoughts. 

When He articulates them, He functions as the Living Word of the Father. This is one of the 

most important passages on intercession in the Bible. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word (Jesus speaking the Father’s thoughts), was with 

God, and the Word was God...3 All things were made through Him (Jesus is the ultimate 

intercessory oracle), and without Him (Jesus) nothing was made that was made. (Jn. 1:1-3)  

B. The Father has many thoughts that have never been spoken.  He has all eternity to unveil them. 

He has chosen Jesus to speak His thoughts and thus to bring them into existence under His 

authority.  

To make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages 

has been hidden in God who created all things through Jesus Christ...(Eph. 3:9)  

C. Jesus is the “spoken Word” that brings God’s private thoughts into existence in the natural 

world. Because of this, John called Jesus the Word that was with God the Father. 

D. When Jesus declared the Father’s thoughts, God’s creative power was released by the Holy 

Spirit. In this way, Jesus created by declaring “intercessory decrees” that He received from the 

Father.  
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IV. JESUS CREATES, SUSTAINS AND GOVERNS BY SPEAKING GOD’S WORD  

A. By declaring the Father’s decrees (intercession), Jesus both creates, and then sustains 

(governing) everything under the Father. Jesus intercedes in perfect unity with the Father’s heart. 

Jesus manifests His power in the earthly realm (in time and eternity) in living before the Father 

with intercessory authority as the “The Word or The Logos.”  

B. Jesus sustains, upholds or holds together the created order by speaking the word to the Father 

(intercession).  

Who being the brightness of His glory...and upholding all things by the word of His power 

(Heb. 1:3)  

 

He (Jesus) is before all things, and in Him all things consist (hold together: NIV, NAS, RSV). 

(Col. 1:17) 

C. Based on Jesus’ passion for partnership with His people, I think that Jesus has an “intercessory 

worship network” (heaven and earth and through all eternity) consisting of saints and angels that 

partner with Him in governing (sustains/upholding) all that He created by the word of His power. 

The 4 living creatures….do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 

Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" ...10 the 24 elders fall down before Him...saying: 

11 "You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory...for You created all things, and by Your will they 

exist and were created." (Rev. 4:8-11)  

V. DECLARING GOD’S DECREES (INTERCESSORY WORSHIP) 

A. David had a revelation of Jesus as the Messianic King using intercession in taking possession of 

each area of each nation (including political, economic, spiritual, educational, military, 

agricultural, family, media, arts, technology, environment, social institutions, etc. (Ps. 2:7-9). 

I (Jesus)  will declare the decree: The LORD (Father) has said to Me (Jesus)...8 “Ask of Me, 

and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your 

possession.” (Ps. 2:7-8) 

B. In Ps. 2:7, David makes one of the most important statements about Jesus’ method for world 

government. Jesus will rule the earth by making decrees (interceding) given to Him from the 

Father.  

C. This is Jesus’ method of governing now and forever. Jesus’ will rule the universe by an 

“intercession based government.” The Millennial earth will come under Jesus’ possession, area 

by area, city by city only as Jesus and the company of His Millennial rulers ask the Father to 

release it. 
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D. The mystery and majesty of intercession is revealed by the fact that Jesus uses it to govern under 

the Father’s authority. All of Jesus’ co-workers rule through intercession now and forever.  

VI. WHY INTERCESSION AS THE MEANS OF PARTICIPATING IN GOVERNMENT  

A. Intercession causes us to internalize God’s Word and ideas by saying them back to Him many 

times throughout our life in time and eternity. Each time we say what God thinks and says, it 

marks our mind and spirit and changes us.  

B. Why? Because the Father’s words are spirit and life (Jn. 6:63).  They are the vehicle that 

carries and imparts the Father’s life.  

C. God’s mind and heart progressively dominates and saturates the human mind and the human 

heart. By simply declaring what is God’s heart it progressively dominates our hearts so God 

conquers us while using us to govern His universe through this method. Like a computer 

program may be changed by rewriting each line of code. Our inner man is renewed by thousands 

of prayers in this age then countless millions in the age to come. When we speak them with our 

mouths, the life of God touches our being as well as the environment and spiritual realm.   

D. Intercession declares God’s decrees resulting in a progressive and perpetual renewing of our 

mind while in the act of governing the universe in partnership with Jesus.  

E. Intercession is a brilliant strategy to rule the universe because it draws us into intimacy with 

God’s heart as it humbles, transforms us then unifies us with God’s people. In other words, the 

result of God ruling through intercession is that His people are established in intimacy, 

community and humility. 

F. Principle: the Spirit follows the spoken Word when it comes from one living in unity with God’s 

heart. Grace increases where the Word is spoken.  

G. Principle: singing the Word is God’s way for the Spirit (who hovers over the earth) to move 

inside us. 

Be filled with the Spirit 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, (Eph. 5:18-19)  

 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 

Lord. (Col. 3:16) 

VII. THE WORD ABIDING IN US  



THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD IN US – MIKE BICKLE  
Forerunner Christian Fellowship  PAGE 5 

IHOP-KC Mission Base 
www.IHOP.org 

A. Jesus promised that if God’s words (thoughts) abide in us then we would have power in prayer. 

The Word abiding in us speaks of our hearts in deep unity (intimacy) with God’s heart through 

meditation on the Scripture and a life of obedience (Jn. 5:39; 8:31-32; 15:7). This is the same 

principle of government that Jesus lives by.  

If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be 

done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My 

disciples. (Jn. 15:7-8)  

B. The saints will decree God’s decrees with lives of abandonment to God. 

Receive, please, instruction from His mouth, and lay up His words in your heart. 23 If you 

return to the Almighty...24 then you will lay your gold in the dust...25 Yes, the Almighty will be 

your gold...26 for then you will have your delight in the Almighty...27 You will make your 

prayer to Him, He will hear you...28 You will also declare a thing, and it will be established for 

you; so light will shine on your ways. (Job 22:21-28)  

C. The Word works only when it is spoken by those living in abiding unity with God’s heart. The 

Word works as we use it in the way Jesus did.  

You received the Word of God...you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, 

the Word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. (1 Thes. 2:13)  

D. The dominion of the Word (salvation, sanctification, healing, prosperity, etc.) in us and through 

us is the essence of holiness and life under Jesus’ leadership.  

Pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified (2 Thes. 3:1)  

E. The Holy Spirit is raising up people saturated with the Word and thus, they will be able to use 

the Word in context to intimacy, holiness and humility. 

Now a certain Jew named Apollos...mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus...(Acts 18:24)  

 

We will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the Word. (Acts 6:3-4)  

F. God raised up the “Faith movement” as stewards of the revelation of the power of the spoken 

Word. Some have reduced this glorious intercessory reality to “religious principles” without 

seeing it in context of abiding intimacy with God. Therefore, others have rejected this dynamic 

truth instead of just rejecting the wrong application of it. 

G. The Word growing in us is the essence of the Kingdom growing (Mt. 13; Lk. 8).  

Now the parable is this: the seed is the Word of God. (Luke 8:11)  

 

He who received seed (Word) on the good ground is he who hears the Word and understands 

it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a 100-fold, some 60, some 30. (Mt. 13:23)  

 

The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom...(Matt 13:38)  
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H. Fellowship is the result of people sharing the overflow of the Word with each other.  

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes...and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life-- 2 the life was manifested, 

and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the 

Father and was manifested to us-- 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, 

that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and 

with His Son Jesus Christ. (1 Jn. 1:1-3)  

VIII. BATTLING SATAN WITH THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT (SPEAKING THE WORD)  

A. When Jesus was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, He used the Word to strike like a sword 

cutting into Satan’s domain. This was a great clash of powers that sent Satan reeling into retreat. 

Jesus gave us a model of how to do spiritual warfare as He spoke the Word in power to drive 

Satan back. 

He (Satan) said, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." 4 

He...said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 

from the mouth of God.'" 5 Then the devil….said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw 

Yourself down…." 7 Jesus said..."It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the LORD...'" 8 

The devil...showed Him all the kingdoms of the world….9 He said to Him, "All these things I 

will give You if You will….worship me." 10 Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it 

is written, 'You shall worship the LORD…’" 11 Then the devil left Him... (Mt. 4:3-11)  

B. When we live in agreement with the Word that we speak back to Satan, then it strikes him as a 

sharp sword that injures his kingdom. We become as a living prophetic oracle in God’s hand 

against him. 

Take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day ….17 

take...the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God; 18 praying always with all 

prayer...(Eph. 6:13-18)  

IX. VISION AND ACTION PLAN TO BE MIGHTY IN THE WORD AND PRAYER  

 

Now a certain Jew named Apollos...mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus...(Acts 18:24)  

 

We will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the Word." (Acts 6:3-4)  

A. What to do in the prayer room when not engaged with what is happening on the platform. 

Lacking a simple action plan keeps many unfocused. Let me suggest a simple yet effective 

spiritual development action plan. 
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1. Personal Bible study plan: read 10 chapters of the NT per day (6 days a week in order to 

read through the NT once a month), take FSM classes, go to Encounter God Services, 

join an E-12 group, be faithful in worship team bible studies, and then study the notes 

from all these in the Prayer Room. Read biographies of people who lived in the Spirit, 

study the individual books of the Bible (FSM courses and/or study commentaries), read 

godly books. In other words, have a clear and simple plan to be aggressively exposed to 

the Word until it becomes alive in you. If the Word is boring, then press through this by 

staying in it.  

2. Pray much in the spirit: seek to pray in the spirit for 1-2 hours a day focusing on the 

Throne (journal during this). Paul said that in this we edify our spirit and receive 

mysteries or revelation from God (1 Cor. 14:2, 4). Paul prayed in the spirit more than all 

others (1 Cor. 14:18).  

3. Schedule regular fasting: determine to fast at least once a week minimal (it is better to 

fast two days a week) then occasionally go on longer fasts.   

4. Develop a prayer list for others: including praying for revival for a specific city, specific 

areas of justice in the government, and included on this list are specific people you pray 

for (friends, ministries, unsaved, sick, etc.)  

5. Develop a personal prayer list – a prayer list helps us to keep focused.  

X. PRAYER FOR A BREAKTHROUGH OF POWER ON OUR PERSONAL LIFE (ACTS 1:8)  

A. Breakthrough for our heart – intimacy (anointing to love), fear of God, meekness and purity.  

In other words, to seek to hear clearly and obey promptly (especially in developing meekness, 

purity, clarity). To hear clearly involves journaling, reviewing and rewriting.  

1. Anointing to love – to receive and return God’s love (intimacy with God/community). 

This is where we find our primary success in feeling the truth of being “one that God 

loves” then as “one who loves God” in return (overflowing to others).  

2. Fear of God – understanding there are eternal consequences before God for our actions  

Teach me Your way, O LORD...unite my heart to fear Your name. (Ps. 86:11)  

3. Meekness – to “study the interests of others” in God as an end to itself, without regard to 

how it many eventually come back around to bless us.  

4. Purity – especially purity of heart in the areas of our eyes and speech in regard to lust, 

greed and bitterness (complaints towards those who block our goals).  

I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; (Ps. 101:3) 
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Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips. (Ps. 141:3)  

B. Breakthrough for our mind – understanding of God’s personality and purposes (spirit of 

revelation)  

1. Revelation of God’s personality (revelation of God’s emotions and encounters with 

God’s beauty) 

2. Revelation of God’s will for our lives  

3. Revelation of God’s End-Time purposes  

C. Breakthrough for our ministry – anointed hands and words. To contend for the breakthrough of 

God’s purpose (promises in our destiny).  

1. Power on our hands – God’s wind released through our hands (healing and miracles)  

2. Authority on our words (conviction) – anointed words (public and private prayer, singing 

and conversations) 

3. Prophetic insight – perceiving the secrets of the heart (God’s and others in need)  

D. Use your evenings to strengthen your spirit (instead of diminishing it then seeking to recover it 

during the day). IHOP is a great place for people to study and pray in the Spirit. The evenings are 

the time when most spiritual losses take place and spiritual ground is given up.  
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