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Session 03 The Bridal Paradigm of the Kingdom (Mt. 22:1-14) 

I. THE BRIDAL PARADIGM (GOD AS BRIDEGROOM, KING AND JUDGE)  

 

The kingdom of heaven is like a certain King who arranged a marriage for His Son (Mt. 22:2) 

The King...sent out His armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. (Mt. 22:7) 

A. The King is God the Father and His Son is Jesus.  God’s eternal plan is to use His power to 

arrange a wedding for His Son. The wedding feast (Mt. 8:11; Lk. 13:29; Rev. 19:7-9).  

B. There in no contradiction between the passionate Bridegroom and the angry Judge who destroys 

all that hinders love (we see this also in the parallel parable in Lk. 14:15-24). 

II. THE KINGDOM MESSAGE: EVANGELISM AS AN INVITATION TO THE WEDDING  

 

He sent out His servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to 

come. 4 Again, he sent out servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, "I have prepared my dinner; 

My oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding."  (Mt. 22:3-4) 

A. He sent his servants (messengers) to invite the people to the wedding. The highest invitation of 

the gospel is to call the people to ‘come to the wedding.’ 

B. Many were unwilling to come – originally focused on Israel, but now includes the nations.  

C. The King’s patience is seen in giving a second invitation as He again sent out His servants.  

D. The second part of the message focused on God’s abundance in offering the best provisions – 

(Tell those invited, "I have prepared My dinner; My fatted cattle are killed, all things are ready”).  

III. GOD’S JUDGMENT: IN LIGHT OF THEIR REFUSAL TO RECEIVE HIS BRIDAL LOVE 

 

But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6 The rest 

seized His servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 7 When the King heard about it, He was 

furious. He sent out His armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. (Mt. 22:5-7) 

A. People trivializing God’s desire and provision for them (Luke 14:18–20).  

B. They were hostile towards God’s messengers (seized, treated spitefully, killed God’s servants).  

C. God will send His armies in His fury to destroy the murderers and burn the city. The Roman 

attack on Jerusalem in 70 AD was a partial fulfillment of this in burning the temple (Jerusalem 

was not burned). It will be destroyed and cleansed at the end-of-the-age (Rev. 16:18-21; Rev. 

19:2, 11-21; Zech. 13:1-6; 14:1-4, 11; Amos 9:8-15). 
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IV. GOD’S GLORY: HIS DESIRE FOR ALL TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WEDDING  

 

Then He said to His servants, 'The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy 9 

Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.' 10 So those servants 

went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. The 

wedding hall was filled with guests.  (Mt. 22:8-10) 

A. The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy (by responding with love).  

B. God’s heart (unique glory) is seen in His desire for all to respond, both bad and good (Mt. 

21:31). The bad must show evidence of repentance in reflecting righteousness conduct (v.11-14). 

C. God’s heart (unique glory) is seen in sending His servants go to the highways to invite all. 

D. The wedding hall will be filled – the Great Harvest at the end-of-the-age.   

V. THE NECESSITY OF TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS FOR ALL AT THE WEDDING FEAST  

 

When the King came in to see the guests, He saw a man who did not have on a wedding garment. 12 

He said to him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?' He was speechless. 

13 The King said, 'Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' "For many are called, but few are chosen." (Mt. 22:11-14)  

A. The man there who did not have on a wedding garment –   

B. Friend –  the same term that Jesus used towards Judas (Mt. 26:50) 

C. The wedding garment speaks of the requirement of righteousness – it is a metaphor for 

righteousness (Rev 19:8). 

D. Rejection of grace leads to eternal punishment – bind him hand and foot (imprisonment) and cast 

him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (literal eternal punishment).  

E. Many (multitudes) are called (invited), only few are chosen (by responding with loving faith). 

This principle connects this parable with the parable in Mt. 21:1-10. 

1. Many – reflects on the invitation to all, “as many as you find” (Mt. 22:9). All are invited. 

2. Divine election works together with human responsibility (they are not opposites). The 

mystery of election is seen in Jesus speaking of the “elect,” (Mt. 24:22, 24, 31) which is 

understood as true disciples of Jesus.  Not all those invited are receptive to Jesus nor do 

they all bring forth fruits of righteousness (Mt. 7:13-14, 21-23). The “called” lose their 

privilege by their own unresponsiveness to God’s gracious call and invitation.  
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